The skills and ideas we get from sociology can

be applied to such a wide range of subjects and
professions; itis a subject that has taken me to many
interesting places and allowed me to study a wide
variety of areas. Inrecent years I've done work on
video games and game culture, Facebook, museums,
classical music, leisure and pub cultures—there are
always new and exciting areas to be explored and
researched. The social around usis constantly
changing and s, therefore, never dull.

Professor Garry Crawford, University of Salford
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Have you ever wondered about the full story behind the important
issues in our society? How will the unemployment that so many are
now experiencing affect their lives, even after they have found work?
Perhaps you feel like there is more to what you read in the papers or
see on TV? For instance, why is the western world so obsessed with
celebrity now? Have you wondered about changes in technology and
the affect they are having on society? How are people using Facebook
and other social sites? Do mobile phones make our lives more or

less stressful?

If you are fascinated by the behaviour of others and why

we act the way we do, then sociology is for you. Sociology
seeks to understand all aspects of human social behaviour,
including the social dynamics of small groups of people,
large organisations, communities, institutions and even
entire societies. Sociologists are typically motivated

by their desire to better understand the fundamental
principles of social life, believing that an understanding

of these principles will help improve people’s lives

Fascinating and empowerin
through more enlightened and effective policies. g p 9

studying sociology is just
If you choose to study sociology you will discover how like taking the ‘Red Pill’in
to investigate these kinds of questions for yourself and the Matrix and seeing how
begin to understand more about your own motivations deep the rabbit hole goes.
and behaviours, gaining a wide range of very valuable
skills that can be applied to almost any career. Stuart Winchester, Owner, Work Tank
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Take
a closer

By taking a closer look at society and revealing the underlying
meanings of emerging patterns of social behaviour, sociologists
are able to see the bigger picture. Here are just some of the research
areas that sociologists have chosen to study and how their findings

affect our everyday lives:

Ethnic Britain:
Do we treat ethnic
minorities differently?

Many people may be surprised
tolearn thatin the UK itis Black
Caribbeans, not Muslims, who feel
most alienated and disaffected.

Almost half of the UK’s Black Caribbean citizens
do not feel that the British political system has
treated them fairly, despite surveys revealing
that other ethnic minority groups are generally
more satisfied with British democracy than
White British citizens.

According to sociology researcher Professor
Anthony Heath, young black men feel British
society does not treat them equally or provide
them with equal opportunities.

Unemployment was a big concern,

as was overcoming prejudice and
discrimination,” says Anthony. “That
these distinct ethnic concerns are not
currently reflected in the mainstream
political agenda is significant, as it

may be fuelling feelings of exclusion,
alienation and dissatisfaction amongst
some of our young. Finding ways to
reintegrate these alienated young people
who feel they have no stake in society,
nojob and no futureis thereal challenge
that policy makers need to address.

Social Class:
How important is social
classin early learning?

Studies have shown that children who
watch hours of television are more likely
to be ahead of their classmates when it
comes to reading and writing.

As part of along-term project looking into the
first seven years of a child’s life, researchers at
the University of London found that children
who watch three or more hours of television a
day are likely to be up to three months ahead
of those who watch TV for less than an hour,
contradicting the perception that TV diminishes
ayoung child’s brain power.

The study, published in the journal Sociology,
tracked 11,000 British seven-year-olds from
birth to examine claims that parenting skills
were more important than social background
in determining how well children do at school
and in later life.

When comparing youngsters of the same social
class, the study also found that rules imposed
by parents hoping to boost their children’s
academic ability, such as insisting on regular
meals and set bedtimes, only made a small
difference, with the report’s lead author Dr Alice
Sullivan adding that the educational value of
television “may help expose some children to

a broader vocabulary than they get at home”

Discover sociology / www.britsoc.co.uk @



Gambling and Debt:
Are problem gam
given enough solu

Surveys suggest there are aro
300,000 problem gamblers in
the UK, which can lead to difficulties
involving debt, family breakdown,
mentalill health and even suicide.

Sport and Family:
What does footba
us about family life?

Two thirds of fans have cried at football
matches —occasionally through
despair, but mostly because of joy.

Star Wars:

Will future social

conflict revolve ar e
ownership of out

India’s Space Program is busy planning
its firstunmanned landing on Mars;
China is expected to conduct a manned
mission in 2020; while in ‘Space Tourism’
Richard Branson’s Virgin Galactic

now offers sub-orbital spaceflights

to space tourists.
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Sociologists Peter Dickens and James Ormrod
argue that society has always been cosmic.

Peter
Dickens and James Ormrod argue that the
ways outer space is now being used b




GIVING
YOU THE

SKILLS TO

The skills you learn in sociology are marketable and having it

on your CV shows that you understand the world around you.
Sociological theory helps you to become a critical thinker because

it exposes you to many different ways of seeing the social world

and with so much political and ethnic strife at the moment, having

an informed sense as to why this is happening will help you engage
with many different kinds of people. Take these skills, together with
your insights into the workings of society and it is not surprising that
more and more employers see a sociology degree as highly desirable.

Communication skills: Typically, employers
are looking for people who are comfortable
expressing themselves and their ideas in a
clear, concise and meaningful way. A sociology
degree will give you the skills and confidence
to express yourself in both verbal and written
forms to a variety of people.

Interpersonal skills: Many of today’s employers
adopt a customer-oriented approach and are
therefore seeking graduates who are good at
networking and affiliating. Most sociology
courses now include exercises in team working,
so as well as learning how to initiate ideas and
work independently, you will also learn how

to work in collaboration with others.

Analytical skills: Sociology is the study of
society and therefore develops great problem-
solving abilities and sharp, critical thinking.
These skills are essential for all kinds of

duties and projects.

Statistics: Organisations value an employee
who can work with others to define a problem
or research question, design a study to find
answers, analyse the data, report on the
findings and then make recommendations
based on those findings.

Cross-cultural understanding: Employers
need staff who can understand and operate
across many diverse cultures. A degree in
sociology will give you a global outlook and
help make you aware of traditional stereotypes.

Leadership skills: Employers value employees
who can lead by example and develop new
ideas. Sociology teaches you how to find
information, extract what is important and

then turn it into a compelling argument,

helping you to influence and motivate others.

Sociology is fascinating! Everything we do has
sociological implications and studying social science
feeds into and informs a number of additional
disciplines (such as health, crime, law, economics).

Stephanie O'Neil, SIPS JR-High Research Assistant, Newcastle University
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SCALING NEW HEIGHTS

With a passion for sport and competing, Rebecca Darlington viewed
herself as ‘one of the lads’. However, it was her fascination with
analysing others that ultimately led her to study sociology.

it was where my passion lay
but I'worried about employability

and the direct paths toa vo”

Rebecca Darlington
(Postgraduate Student)




SO0CIOLOGY
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Today, research shows people entering the job market will change
careers several times over the course of their working life, which

begs the question, ‘why limit yourself to one type of job’? Sociology
trains you to answer the ‘what’,‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about human
societies, giving you a competitive edge in the job market and providing
a strong intellectual background for students considering careers in

the professions or business.

Administration: Sociologists can reshape
their communities, particularly in government
and public agencies, by leading teams of
researchers and social work professionals

to define public policies.

Business: Sociologists research consumer
trends to reveal evolving customer needs
and opportunities. Sociologists also help
product designers understand the overall
trends shaping consumer culture in order
to inspire tomorrow’s new products.

Health and Welfare Service: Most health and
welfare professionals study sociology in order
to better understand some of the larger trends
they see among patients and clients. By using
the kinds of pattern analysis techniques that
sociologists are known for, they can focus their

practices on critical needs in their communities.

Education: Teachers with a sociological
perspective are aware of the factors that make
up a child’s background and understand why
they act the way they do. This gives them the
tools and confidence to help overcome many
challenges in schools.

Journalism: Newspapers and media outlets
employ sociologists to help understand the
kinds of stories that engage readers, viewers
and listeners in a particular region. Sociologists
work with editors to identify the right balance
between news that audiences expect and

the stories that need to be reported.

Public Relations: By reviewing market
research data and understanding historic
trends, sociologists who truly understand
the motivations of customers can effectively
defuse problems in the media by responding
to the public’s concerns with carefully
composed solutions.

Police: Many local authorities hire sociologists
to understand the impact of tougher laws.
Sociologists also help prison and probation
officers determine the effects of new programmes
and regulations on the prison population.

Research: A variety of government agencies,
nonprofit institutions and outreach organisations
seek out sociologists for specialist research.
Many sociologists go on to carve out careers as
independent research consultants, examining
trends in human behaviour for a variety of clients.



From PhD to

PUBLIC E

SALTH DOCTOR

“hat my sociological background
isinvaluable to my day-to-day work.

Itreallyis a fantastic grounding for

public heal”







Get a Head Start in Life

As you can see, sociology embraces the

whole range of human activities, making it

a very wide field of study. Whether you are
studying sociology at A-level, hoping to further
your studies at university or you'’re simply
curious about sociology, we hope this booklet
has opened your mind to the many opportunities
out there for sociologists and shown how a
sociological outlook can help you make your
mark in a highly competitive market place.

Our website (www.britsoc.co.uk) has a
dedicated section for people thinking of
studying sociology. Here you will find a link

to the Universities and Colleges Admissions
Service (UCAS,) site, where you can search for
sociology courses either as a single subject or
in combination with others. Around 40 British
universities have sociology departments and
many more teach sociology courses, so if

you want to study in the UK you have plenty
of choice.

In studying sociology, you are welcomed

into a community of like-minded people who
are fascinated with how we work as human
beings. Generations of students have found
that sociology makes them look at the world in
new ways and this is why so many of us feel so
passionately about it —and why the subject is
still pioneering after more than 100 years!

www.britsoc.co.uk

Where can I study sociology?

A

1. Aberdeen, University of

2. Abertay Dundee, University of
3. Anglia Ruskin University

4. Aston University, Birmingham

B

5. Bangor University

6. Bath, University of

7. Bath Spa University

8. Bedfordshire, University of

9. Birmingham, University of
10. Birmingham City University
11. Blackburn College

12. Bournemouth University

13. Bradford, University of

14. Brighton, University of

15. Bristol, University of

16. Brunel University

17. Buckinghamshire New University
18. Bury College

c

19. Cambridge, University of

20. Canterbury Christ Church University
21. Cardiff University

22. Central Lancashire, University of

23. Chester, University of

24. City University London

25. Coventry University

D

26. De Montfort University
27. Derby, University of
28. Durham University

I

29. East London, University of
30. Edge Hill University

31. Edinburgh, University of

32. Edinburgh Napier University
33. Essex, University of

34. Exeter, University of

F

35. Farnborough College of Technology

G

36. Glasgow, University of

37. Glasgow Caledonian University
38. Gloucestershire, University of

39. Goldsmiths, University of London
40. Greenwich, University of

H

41. Huddersfield, University of
42. Hull, University of

K

43. Keele University
44. Kent at Canterbury, University of
45. Kingston University

L

46. Lancaster University

47. Leeds, University of

48. Leeds Metropolitan University
49. Leicester, University of

50. Liverpool, University of

51. Liverpool Hope University

52. Liverpool John Moores University
53. London Metropolitan University
54. London School of Economics

55. London South Bank University
56. Loughborough University

M

57. Manchester, University of
58. Manchester Metropolitan University
59. Middlesex University

N

60. Newcastle University

61. Newham College London

62. Northampton, University of

63. Northumbria University

64. Norwich City College of Further
and Higher Education

65. Nottingham, University of

66. Nottingham Trent University

0]

67. Oxford Brookes University

P

68. University Centre Peterborough
69. Plymouth University
70. Portsmouth, University of

71. Queen Margaret University,
Edinburgh
72. Queen’s University, Belfast

R

73. Roehampton University
74. Royal Holloway, University
of London

75. Salford, University of

76. Sheffield, University of

77. Sheffield Hallam University

78. South Devon College

79. South Wales, University of

80. Southampton, University of

81. St Mary’s University College
Twickenham, London

82. Staffordshire University

83. Stirling, University of

84. University Campus Suffolk

85. Sunderland, University of

86. Surrey, University of

87. Sussex, University of

T

88. Teesside University

U

89. Ulster, University of

w

90. Warwick, University of

91. West Anglia, College of

92. West of England, Bristol,
University of

93. West of Scotland,
University of

94. Westminster, University of

95. Winchester, University of

96. Wolverhampton,
University of

97. Worcester, University of

Y

98. York, University of

Information provided by UCAS.
Course providers and availability
correct at time of print.






