PREP BULLETIN
News from Nursery to Year 6

October 15th, 2021

THE SOUND OF MUSIC

We were treated to to a musical
extraganza yesterday (Thursday) as
many of our Prep children shared
their talent and hard work with a small
audience of friends and family in our
first Lunchtime Concert of term.
Pupils from Years 3 to 6 were invited
to perform a musical piece of their
choice and a range of talents were on
show from recorders, to singing to cello
playing.
This is the first time this academic year
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By MR HENRY MATTHEWS
Head of Prep School
that our pupils have had the chance to
perform in front of an audience and a
particularly big shout-out should go to
the many Year 3 children who decided
to put themselves forward for the very
first time – you did an excellent job!
As ever, I was very impressed with our
musically gifted pupils and I know the
audience, which also consisted of Mr
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Jenkins (Head of Senior School Music)
and Mr Noad, cannot wait to have the
talented pupils from Prep continue to
progress into the Senior School.
As I write, the annual IAPS South West
Hockey Tournament is well under way.
We are extremely proud to host such
a prestigious event and welcome
independent schools from across the
region.
n Continued
on page two.
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n Continued from page one.
The girls representing Queen’s are
doing a fantastic job and it is great
to see competitive sport being
approached with such enthusiasm and
enjoyment.
Keep an eye on our social media for
further updates.
Throughout the term, I will be hosting
tours for our current parents, giving
an opportunity to view both the Prep
School and the wider College.
I am very aware that many of you

will not have seen inside the school
buildings for the past two years and this
is a chance for you to see the children
at work in a normal school day, as well
as ask any questions you may have
about the day to day life of the College.
The first of the tours took place this
week and thank you to the Year 3
and Year 4 parents who were able to
attend.
Mrs Cameron will send an updated list
of available dates next week.
I end with a reminder that children

should not attend school if they have
symptoms of Covid-19.
I am sure you will be very aware that
cases of the virus are high within the
local area and, if your child is unwell,
please follow the government guidance
and book a PCR test.
We will provide remote learning for
anyone isolating due to Covid-19.
I hope you have a great weekend and I
look forward to seeing many of you at
the Parents’ Evenings in the final week
of this half of term.

Year 3 really can trust each other!
Year 3 are building on their team
building skills to both earn and
show their trust in each other as a
group.

The children are really developing
their focus, listening and teamwork
skills and are having great fun at the
same time!

SINGING SUCCESS
Congratulations to Holly Seddon (Year
6) on passing her ABRSM grade 3
singing.

SCHOOL CALENDAR
Monday, October 18th
Nursery School Grandparents’ Week
16:00		
16:30		

Tuesday, October 19th
Year 2 Parents’ Tour of Prep School
Parents’ Meetings (Years R to 4) until 18:30

14:00		
14:30		

Wednesday, October 20th
Hockey U11/10 v St John’s (H)
Rugby U11 v West Buckland Prep (A)
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October 18th to 22nd
14:30		

Rugby U10 v West Buckland Prep (A)

09:00		
09:00		
16:30		

Thursday, October 21st
Nursery School Forest School session
Forest School Reception and Year 1
Parents’ Meetings (Years 5 and 6) until 18:30

14:30		
17:45		

Friday, October 22nd
Harvest Festival in the Queen’s Hall
Start of Half Term (buses leave at 16:35)
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First Lunchtime Concert of term hits the right note
Our first Lunchtime
Concert of the new
academic year was a truly
special occasion.
It was wonderful to see so
many children take part and
to be joined by so many of
their parents and friends.
Talya and Alissa began the
concert with Peru, a clarinet
duet, with a strong and bold
sound.
Solos followed for recorder,
voice, flute, oboe, clarinet,
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violin, cello and piano,
all showing the children’s
progress and how well
supported the performers
were by both the audience
and each other.
Our Year 3 recorder players
concluded the concert by
performing High Heels and
Trainers and Yes, We Have
No Bananas with real spirit,
including the spirited shouts!
Thank you everyone for
such an enjoyable event.
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Aztec investigations as part of Year 3’s History lessons
Year 3 have been thoroughly enjoying
learning about the Aztecs in their
History lessons.
They have designed and made their
own chinampas which are floating
gardens and homes the Aztec people
created on Lake Texcoco.
Great creative fun!

Pre-Prep Science Club enjoy learning about rainbows
Pre-Prep Science Club has
been learning all about
rainbows and how they are
formed.
On Tuesday, they took part
in two experiments to make
their own rainbows.
In the first they used torches
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and a mirror to show a
reflected rainbow shape on a
piece of paper.
The second experiment filled
the room with excitement
when the children made their
own shimmering rainbows on
black pieces of paper.
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Bushcraft adventures on the Blackdowns for Year 4
Year 4 took part in a Bushcraft
morning on the Blackdowns on
Saturday.
The pupils made the most of the
fantastic weather, building dens and
working through some basic first aid
and emergency scenarios.
They were all fully engaged, great
company and seemed to thoroughly
enjoy themselves.
Year 4 have another Outdoor
Education Saturday on November
13th when they will have a go at
climbing.
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The excitement is mounting for Shrek the Musical
Rehearsals for Shrek the Musical are
well under way and we are delighted
that ticket sales are strong.
This popular show is generating
much excitement and we can’t wait

to perform it in our fabulous Queen’s
Theatre to enthusiastic, sell-out
audiences for November 24th to
29th.
If you haven’t already done so, book

your tickets by CLICKING HERE – it
promises to be a real treat!
SHOUT OUT TO QC PARENTS
WITH BUSINESSES
To support the production of a
professional A4 glossy souvenir
programme, featuring the full cast,
we have decided to offer limited
advertising opportunities to the QC
community and friends.
Please contact Lisa or Molly via
marketing@queenscollege.org.uk for
further information and details of the
competitive rates available.

Cotlake pupils enjoy International Boarding Day fun
On International Boarders’ Day
(Saturday), Cotlake discussed
how important getting outside,
exercising and enjoying the fresh
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air is for our health and wellbeing.
They then explored different
ways to enjoy the outdoors.
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Reception and Year 1 look at autumn in the woods

Reception and Year
1 had a brilliant
morning in the woods
yesterday (Thursday),
looking at how the
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environment is
changing in autumn.
They also enjoyed
making s’mores on
the fire.
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Nursery School children get busy in the kitchen ...
The Nursery
School children
have been
developing their
skills at using simple
kitchen utensils to
prepare fruit and
vegetables as part
of their Kitchen
Club activities.
Next time, they will
be investigating a
selection of herbs.

... and make seasonal faces
Nursery School were busy yesterday (Thursday), creating face
pictures out of the leaves and foliage they collected during
Forest School.
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Youngest Nursery children explore joys of autumn

Our youngest Nursery children have
been fully focused on exploring the
joys of autumn this week.
Puddleducks have been busy using the
leaves they collected to make some
lovely hedgehog pictures and have
also been busy with other activities
including creating a run for their
conkers.
Tiggywinkles have been making some
autumn wreaths with the leaves while
Cottontails have also been having a
busy week.
Yesterday (Thursday), the children
enjoyed a walk in glorious October
sunshine.
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SPORT

Queen’s plays host to IAPS U11s Hockey Qualifier
Schools from across the region have
converged on Queen’s today (Friday)
for the IAPS U11s Hockey Qualifier.
Our team (pictured, left) were
in Pool 1 alongside Hazlegrove,
Redmaids’ High Junior, Taunton Prep,
All Hallows, Millfield Prep and The
Downs.
Pool 2 consisted of Colston’s, Bristol
Grammar, King Edward’s Junior,
Dean Close, King’s Hall and Blundell’s
Prep.
The top four in each pool went into
the Cup competition with the fifth
and sixth sides entering the Plate.

Years 3 and 4 all played fixtures against
Wellington on Monday and started to
put into practice skills learned in Games
lessons.
The U8 and U9 girls showed a
significant improvement in their match
play. They demonstrated strong
defence, accurate passing and some
great phases of attacking play, resulting
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in some very well-deserved goals.
Meanwhile, the U9 and U8 boys had
some exciting matches and, when they
remembered to run forward, created
chances and scored some good tries.
n Illness caused the cancellation of a
number of matches on Wednesday.
However, the U10 boys were
unaffected and travelled across to the

@queenstaunton

queens.college

annual King’s Bruton festival.
The early matches against Hazlegrove
and Sandroyd were tough affairs but
the boys played much better in the
final two games against Millfield and All
Hallows. Although there is still some
work to do in defence, they started
passing the ball before contact and
scored some impressive tries.
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