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HAPPY HALF TERM!
News from Nursery to Year 6                                               October 22nd, 2021
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By MR HENRY 
MATTHEWS

Head of Prep School

I can’t quite believe we have 
reached Half Term already 
and, although this week has 
been somewhat disrupted by 
covid, it has still been a busy 
and fun-filled first half of term 
in the Prep School. 
Once again, Queen’s has 
shown its true strength in 
adversity with a quick switch 
to remote lessons for those 
isolating and everyone pulling 
together as a community to 
support each other. 
A big well-done to all those 
who have needed to learn 
from home this week; you 
have been brilliant and we 
can’t wait to welcome you 
back. 
At the end of last week, 
our U11 girls took part 
in their first major sports 
tournament in two years. 
We were privileged to 
host the IAPS U11 Hockey 
Qualifier. Our girls were 
fantastic and should be 
incredibly proud of their skill, 
enthusiasm and teamwork 
throughout the day. I know 

they were disappointed 
with the end result but, girls, 
you did the school proud 
and I know you will come 
back stronger in your future 
fixtures and tournaments! 
Sadly, at the end of this half 
of term, we have to say a 
few goodbyes. 
Firstly, to Mrs Robins (Pre-
Prep TA) who has worked at 
Queen’s for six years, initially 

as a Nursery Practitioner and 
then moving to the Pre-Prep 
department as a Teaching 
Assistant. 
We will miss you, Mrs 
Robins, and wish you all the 
best in the future. 
Secondly, we also say 
goodbye to Mrs Marilyn 
Williams who has been 
looking after us at Queen’s 
for more than 30 years, 

helping to keep us clean and 
tidy, and lately helping in the 
Catering department. We 
wish her every happiness in 
her future ventures.  
Finally, we are also saying 
goodbye to our Community 
Relations Manager, Mr Ken 
Bird (I am hoping he won’t 
edit this out!). 
Mr Bird has been a huge

n Continued on page two.

n Schools from across the South West descended on Queen’s last Friday as we hosted the IAPS 
U11s Hockey Qualifier and our girls did the school proud. Read more on page eight.



SCHOOL CALENDAR                                                                                               November 8th to 13th*

Monday, November 8th
Term resumes

Tuesday, November 9th
09:00 Nursery School Forest School session 
10:00 National KS2 Science Heats at Badminton School
14:30 Hockey U8 v Perrott Hill Prep (H)
14:30 Hockey U9 v Perrott Hill Prep (H)
14:30 Rugby U8 v Perrott Hill School (H)
14:30 Rugby U9 v Perrott Hill School (H)

Wednesday, November 10th
All day Rugby Boys U11 IAPS Festival @ Sherborne School
09:00 Year 2 Gunpowder Plot Museum Session
14:00 Hockey U11A v St Peter’s Prep (A)
14:00 Hockey U11B v St Peter’s Prep (A)
14:45 Hockey U10A v St Peter’s Prep (A)

14:45 Hockey U10B v St Peter’s Prep (A)

Thursday, November 11th
11:00 Remembrance Parade
14:00 Senior School Tour and Information Afternoon for
 parents of Year 6 students until 16:00

Friday, November 12th
09:00 Reception 22 Taster Session
14:45 Hockey U10A v Exeter Junior (H)
14:45 Hockey U11A v Exeter Junior (H)

Saturday, November 13th
10:00 Hockey U10 @ Millfield Prep Festival
10:00 Rugby U10 @ Queen’s College Festival
10:00 Year 4 Climbing until 16:00

* All entries subject to change/updating after Half Term
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SAFEGUARDING

We have been made aware of some pupils 
watching content which is rated above 
their age group, specifically on Netflix.
With Half Term approaching, parents may 
wish to use this handy Netflix guide which 
can help set age brackets and create child 
friendly profiles.
CLICK HERE to download.

n Continued from page one 

support to all of us in the Prep School 
and we owe him a massive thank-you 
for helping us share the wonderful 
things that happen at Queen’s each day. 
From everyone in the Prep School – 
thank you and please come back and 
visit us soon! 
With Mr Bird’s departure we look 
forward to sharing a new look ‘Whole 
College Bulletin’ after Half Term. 
Following the much-valued input to 
our recent communication survey, 
we are very pleased to announce the 
launch of two new platforms which will 
greatly improve the communication at 
Queen’s. 
Firstly, our new website which can be 
found at www.queenscollege.org.uk
Secondly, My School Portal, which 
is a one-stop shop for parent 
communication.
I hope you find these initiatives a 
positive addition to communication at 
Queen’s and, as ever, we welcome any 
further feedback.
This has truly been a great start to 
term; there are so many fantastic things 
happening and the school really does 
feel like an exciting place to be. 
I have been proud of the way our 
children have approached this year -– 
they have already achieved so much in 
such a short space of time. 

Whether those achievements are on 
the sports pitch, music lessons, in the 
Art Room or in the classroom, a big 
well-done to you all and I look forward 
to seeing more of the same after the 
break! 
All that is left for me to say is, have a 
relaxing and enjoyable Half Term and 
I hope you all get the chance to spend 
some quality time with family and 
friends.  

With best wishes 
Henry

n Screenshots from our new website.

https://www.queenscollege.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/parental-control-netflix.pdf


Cello Workshop learns from international performer

Thanks for your long service

Cellists gathered in the 
Wyvern Hall on Sunday for 
a workshop with Angela 
East, from the international 
Baroque group Red Priest.
Tips were given on a 
wide range of techniques 
including playing from 
memory, use of the 

bow and shaping musical 
phrases. 
Angela’s enthusiasm and 
eye for detail gave the 
attendees – including 
Prep and Senior students 
– plenty of ideas to think 
about, and experiment 
with, in the future.

Year 2 have 
continued to enjoy 
discovering more 
about everyday 
materials.   
Today (Friday), they 
have focused on 
sorting materials 
into those which 
are natural and 
those which are 
manmade.
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We said farewell today (Friday) to a long-serving member of 
our team.
Mrs Marilyn Williams has been looking after us at Queen’s for 
more than 30 years, helping to keep us clean and tidy, and 
lately helping in the Catering department.
A number of presentations were made to Mrs Williams in the 
Pre-Prep Hall at lunchtime and we wish her every happiness 
for the future.

Material matters for Year 2
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Let’s all make Christmas Sparkle for those in need!
Queen’s College is delighted 
to be, once again, supporting 
the Christmas Sparkle 
project which is back for 
2021! 
Many of our community will 
already be familiar with the 
Taunton-based organisation’s 
wonderful work. 
Since 2015, local schools, 
businesses and the public 
have collected gifts, which 
are then wrapped, and 
distributed to children who 
otherwise might receive 
nothing. 
Queen’s has always been 
a strong supporter of the 
project – thwarted by the 
pandemic in 2020 – and we 
are pleased to be supporting 
it as it returns this year.

There will be collection 
boxes in Nursery, Pre-Prep, 
Prep and Senior School and 
they will be available for 
donations from the week we 
begin back after Half Term. 
We are collecting presents 
for children, aged from 0-18 
years, so gift suggestions 
could range from baby 
rattles to craft sets and from  
jewellery to toiletries (more 
suggestions below). 
The group only ask that gifts 
are new and unused. 
Christmas Sparkle will also 
issue the dates for present 
wrapping if anyone is 
interested in helping further.
Thank you so much for 
supporting this wonderful 
community initiative. n LOOKING BACK: Christmas Sparkle at Queen’s in 2019.

Ages 0-2
Cuddly toys, baby clothes, puzzles, 
soft balls, rattles.

Ages 3-6
Colouring 
books and 
pencils, books, 
hats, gloves, 
scarves, early 
board games, toy 
cars, dolls, arts 
and crafts, kites.

Ages 7-10
Footballs, frisbees, kites, hats, gloves, 
scarves, pencil cases, jewellery, craft 
kits, books, puzzles.

Ages 11-15
Sports equipment, hats, gloves, 
scarves, toiletry sets, jewellery, 
makeup, nail varnish, purses, wallets, 
bags, PJs, onesies, scarves, pencil 

cases, jewellery, craft kits, books, 
puzzles.

Ages 16-18
Sports equipment, 
hats, gloves, 
scarves, toiletry 
sets, jewellery, 
makeup, nail 
varnish, purses, 
wallets, bags, PJs, 
onesies.

n Christmas Sparkle kindly ask that all 
donations are new and unwrapped.

What can I give? Some suggestions ...

n LOOKING BACK: In 2019, Year 11 
held a fair in aid of Christmas Sparkle 
as part of the Winter Wonderland day 
of events. Sophia, pictured with Mrs 
Free, ran a ‘Guess the Weight of the 
Cake’ stall to win a cake baked by her 
mum. Sophia is now in Year 13 and is 
also a Senior Prefect.

n LOOKING BACK: Christmas Sparkle 
at Queen’s in 2016.



Wonderful 
entertainment in 
the Wyvern Hall on 
Wednesday with 
the first Teatime 
Concert of term, 
featuring both music 
and dance.
Among the ballet 
performers were 
these girls, (Year 
3) RAD Primary, 
who all danced 
beautifully!

Year 3 dancers star in first Teatime Concert of term
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Eco Club conduct litter-pick around College grounds
Following in the footsteps of Year 
6, who took part in litter-picking 
during their trip to Torquay, Eco 
Club decided to start their own 
more local litter-picks. 
As a trial run, they began with 
the school grounds and were 
thankful that finding rubbish was 
a challenge! 
However, this was a good 
first step and they are looking 
forward to volunteering in the 
wider area soon.



Monday was the 
fourth national 
Nursery Practitioner 
Day.
We’ve been 
celebrating their 
wonderful work in a 
series of posts on our 
social media this week 
– see the Queen’s 
College Community 
group on Facebook.
Thank you to all the 
team for the energy 
and fun they bring to 
each day!

Celebrating the work of our Nursery Practitioners
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Rehearsals for Shrek the Musical are 
well under way and we are delighted 
that ticket sales are strong.  
This popular show is generating 
much excitement and we can’t wait 

to perform it in our fabulous Queen’s 
Theatre to enthusiastic, sell-out 
audiences for November 24th to 
29th.  
If you haven’t already done so, book 

your tickets by CLICKING HERE – it 
promises to be a real treat!

SHOUT OUT TO QC PARENTS 
WITH BUSINESSES
To support the production of a 
professional A4 glossy souvenir 
programme, featuring the full cast, 
we have decided to offer limited 
advertising opportunities to the QC 
community and friends.  
Please contact Lisa or Molly via 
marketing@queenscollege.org.uk for 
further information and details of the 
competitive rates available.

The excitement is mounting for Shrek the Musical 

https://bookings.queenscollege.org.uk/QueensCollege.dll/


Another packed week for youngest in the Nursery

Another busy week for our youngest 
Nursery children. 
Puddleducks have made a Pom Pom 
run and also been busy ice painting in 
the large tough tray, bead threading 
to further develop fine motor skills 
and also making their own ‘conker 
soup’!
Tiggywinkles have been practising 
their throwing skills to knock down 
the skittles while Cottontails have 
been having fun with the shaving 
foam.
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SPORT

Queen’s hosted the IAPS U11 Hockey 
Qualifier last Friday.
This proved to be a wonderful event 
and many thanks to the PE department 
for running the tournament. 

Mrs Gardner, who must be thanked for 
all her hard effort organising everything 
behind the scenes, was sadly missing, 
through illness, as were a number of 
the Queen’s U11 squad. 

Nevertheless, the remaining 
girls represented the school 
gallantly and battled valiantly 
in all their matches. 
Although they were 
disappointed with the final 
results, their efforts and 
sportsmanship must be 
applauded. 
They were certainly a credit 
to the school. 

n Unfortunately, all school matches 
over the last week had to be cancelled 
due to the high number of absentees 
we have been experiencing.

U11s did us proud in last Friday’s IAPS Hockey Qualifier 
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Introducing our new Head of Hockey, Mr Jack Knight
We are delighted to welcome Mr Jack 
Knight to Queen’s as our new Head of 
Hockey. 
Mr Knight joins us from Ardingly College, 
West Sussex, where he has been heavily 
involved in the development of their 
impressive hockey programme. 
He is currently playing National League 
hockey for Brighton and Hove, alongside 
coaching at UK Lions, West Panthers, 
and England Hockey Performance 
Centres. 
Mr Knight said: “I am very pleased to be 
at a school with so much potential and a 
very positive future. 

“I look forward to developing a 
programme which gives players positive, 
lifelong experiences with building a love 
of hockey at the centre of everything we 
do.”
Our Director of Sport, Mr Tom Walter, 
said: “Mr Knight will be a valuable 
addition to the coaching team, bringing 
his playing and coaching talents to a 
talented and enthusiastic department. 
“These are very exciting times for sport 
at Queen’s College and I am looking 
forward to working with Mr Knight in 
developing an inclusive, dynamic and 
bold hockey programme.”




