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1 www.queenscollege.org.uk @queenstaunton queens.college

By MR HENRY MATTHEWS
Head of Prep School

n Our U11 rugby boys clearly enjoyed their trip to West Buckland on Saturday! For 
more about the day, see page 11.

Fixtures are now well under way and 
we are incredibly proud of all the 
boys and girls who have performed 
exceptionally well. 
The Queen’s teams have all shown 
great spirit, determination and fantastic 
teamwork and I know the children will 
learn from each experience. 
Meanwhile, this week’s Macmillan 
Coffee Events have been a huge 
success (see page two) and have, once 
again, shown how our community is 
always keen to help others. 
While the fundraising from an event 
such as this is greatly important, it has 
also provided another opportunity for 
everyone to come together, share ideas 
and stories, support each other, take 
a short break from the busy day and, 
importantly, eat some delicious cake!
Tomorrow (Saturday), we host our 
Senior and Sixth Form Open Morning 
and we look forward to welcoming the 
many guests so they can learn about 
our thriving school. 
If you or any friends and family are 
unable to attend but would like to 
know more, then please get in touch 
with Mrs Vanessa Monks to arrange a 
tour. 
Next Friday we will host the first Prep 
School Open Morning of the new 

school year and we cannot wait to 
welcome many new visitors. 
Places are filling up so if you know 
anyone interested in joining Queen’s 

Prep, please let Mrs Monks know.
I hope you enjoy reading of all the 
activities and successes of another busy 
week in this Bulletin. 
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SCHOOL CALENDAR                                                                                 September 25th to October 2nd

READY TO DAZZLE?

For those pupils participating in this 
year’s production of Dazzle, auditions 
will be held on Tuesday during CC1. 
Solo singing auditions will take place 
during Tuesday’s CC2. 
Pupils who cannot come during CC2 
due to other commitments and wish to 
do a solo singing audition will have the 
opportunity to do so during CC1.

Saturday, September 25th 
 09:00–12:00  Senior School and Sixth Form Open Morning

Monday, September 27th 
14:30 Hockey U9/U8 v Wells Cathedral School (H)
14:30 Rugby U9 v Wells CS & West Buckland (H)
14:30 Rugby U8 v Wells CS & West Buckland (H)

Wednesday, September 29th 
14:00 Hockey U10 v Wells CS & Maynard School (H)
14:00 Hockey U11A v Wells CS & Maynard School (H)
14:00 Hockey U11B v Wells CS & Maynard School (H)
14:00 Rugby U11 v Wells CS (H)
14:00 Rugby U10 v Wells CS (H)

Thursday, September 30th 
09:30–11:00 Founders’ Day Service  
09:00–11:00 Nursery School Forest School session
09:00–11:30 Forest School Reception and Year 1

Friday, October 1st 
09:00–12:30 Nursery, Pre-Prep and Prep Open Morning
15:00 Rugby U10 v Exeter Junior School (H)
15:00 Rugby U11 v Exeter Junior School (H)

Saturday, October 2nd 
09:15 Hockey U11 – Queen’s College Tournament (H)

Coffee and cake as community boost Macmillan funds

Our community has been joining in the 
World’s Biggest Coffee Morning this 
week to raise funds for the wonderful 
work of Macmillan Cancer Support.
Yesterday (Thursday) morning, we 
hosted Prep parents in the garden of 
Wyvern House – Mr and Mrs Noad’s 
home – while later in the day, it was the 
turn of Senior parents.
At break today, there were cake sales 
across the school. including Prep and 
Pre-Prep.
Thanks to everyone who made or 
donated items – you can still make 
a contribution to Macmillan by 
CLICKING HERE.

https://thy.ng/BUU005071231
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In at the deep end for their Outdoor Education lesson
As part of their new Outdoor 
Education lessons, some of the pupils 
in 6PF were kayaking in the pool 
yesterday (Thursday).

Year 5 have been looking at the Legend of Bedd Gelert and have 
been learning to structure stories through Talk for Writing.

Year 5 are looking at legends
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Year 4 go back to nature as part of their Science lesson 
Year 4 have been exploring animals and their habitats as 
part of their Science lessons this week.

Year 3 are really enjoying 
reading ‘Fantastic Mr 
Fox’ and Wednesday’s 
English lesson involved 
acting out parts from the 
story.  
The children worked 
in groups to create 
dialogue between the 
characters and some 

children even dressed 
up.  
Once back in the 
classroom, the children 
learned how to write 
dialogue using the 
necessary inverted 
commas, remembering 
to write who was talking 
each time too.  

Some foxy performers
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Year 1 had a fascinating 
experience on 
Wednesday with the 
help of the learning team 
from the Museum of 
Somerset. 
They identified why 
we have skeletons, 
compared animals with 
their skeletons and 

looked at real bones to 
find out which part of 
a skeleton they came 
from. 
The highlight was using 
an app, which showed 
the children what the 
inside of their body 
looked like with a special 
T-shirt!

Skeletons in classroom

Floor robots programmed by Year 2 in Computing
Year 2 had a wonderful 
time programming 
floor robots as part 
of their Computing 
lessons.  

They learned the 
importance of giving 
clear direction and 
how to input a series of 
instructions.
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Reception enjoy Phonics Hunt

Year 6 learning to take note

Reception had a fantastic 
morning at Forest School 
yesterday (Thursday). 
They did a Phonics Hunt for 
the sounds they have learned 
so far and looked for interesting 
things in the environment 
around them using magnifying 
glasses. 
The morning was finished off 
with a yummy hot chocolate!

Year 6 enjoyed working 
collaboratively during their 
note-taking workshop in 
Wednesday’s English lesson. 
The children got to grips with 
using bullet points, abbreviating 
and organising their notes. 
This will feed into and help 
them throughout their topic on 
Biography and Autobiography.
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First Forest School session for our Nursery children 

The Nursery School children 
enjoyed their first Forest 
School session of the year 
yesterday (Thursday) when 
they hunted for leaves of the 

same size and fir cones. 
They then carefully wound 
colourful strands of wool 
around the fir cones to create 
nature necklaces.

Year 2 took part in an interactive Great 
Fire of London workshop on Monday.  
The children thoroughly enjoyed 
dressing up as key characters from 

the event, making a human chain to 
put out a fire using fabric buckets and 
writing in old English using a quill and 
ink.

Year 2 continue Great Fire of London investigations
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Learning and fun go hand-in-hand in the Nursery

It’s been another busy week 
for our youngest Nursery 
children.
Puddleducks have 
been making paper and 
strengthening their hand 
muscles by manipulating the 
green playdough.
Cottontails have had fun 

exploring the allotment 
sensory tray, digging the 
‘soil’ (crushed Weetabix!) 
and have also taken part in 
a large drawing session.
Meanwhile, mini artists in 
Tiggywinkles have been 
busy practising their painting 
skills.
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There are three amazing projects being planned:

A state-of-the-art Climbing Wall to be installed  
in the Sports Hall for use by all students.

A new bespoke Adventure Play facility 
for Prep School.

New Playground Equipment 
for Reception and Years 1 and 2.

Go to our Queen’s College Foundation’s Just Giving Page: 
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/adventuresappeal

To Donate

3 AMAZING 
PROJECTS

Queen’s College Foundation have kindly agreed to match fund all monies raised for this appeal.

As part of our continued drive to broaden the opportunities 
available to our students giving them the chance to challenge 
themselves and help them embrace the great outdoors, we 
are launching a major fundraising campaign at Queen’s.

The Adventures Appeal aims to enhance our outdoor pursuits’ 
facilities and opportunities for children aged 4 in Reception  
to 18 in the Sixth Form.

An exciting programme of fundraising events is planned – 
more details to follow – and we are also looking for people  
to organise sponsored events and other activities to help  
us reach our goal.

It’s going to be a Big Weekend in boarding!
We’re excited to be staging the first of 
our Big Weekends in boarding.
We are giving our day pupils and 
prospective pupils a chance to 
experience boarding at Queen’s 
as well as some of the extensive 
activities we have on offer. 
Our existing boarders are also getting 
involved to make the most of the 
fantastic facilities and opportunities. 
This first weekend – which is fully 
booked – is for Years 6 to 9 and 
future weekends will cater for older 

pupils. Those taking part will enjoy 
a range of outdoor activities, led by 
Mr Neenan and his team, including 
canoeing, rock climbing, mountain 
biking and archery. 
Mr Neenan, our Head of Outdoor 
Pursuits, has more than 20 years’ 
experience in coaching and leading 
people. 
He is qualified as a British Canoe 
Union Level 4 Coach, MLTB Climbing 
Instructor and CTC Mountain Biking 
Leader Trainer, as well as holding a 

wide range of 
other NGB 
outdoor 
qualifications.
As part of the 
residential, the 
Big Weekend 
pupils will 
stay in one of 
our boarding 
houses, alongside our current 
boarders, to enjoy the perfect insight 
into boarding at Queen’s.

HEADPHONES NEEDED

All children in Years 2-6 should bring in 
headphones next week please.
They will be needed for work on the 
computers.

A quantity of second-hand Prep School 
uniform is available and parents can 
contact Katherine Clifton (QPA Chair) 
on 07976 739767.

SECOND-HAND UNIFORM

Flexible friends

Years 5 and 6 boys were improving 
their flexibility at Yoga Club on 
Tuesday!
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A sandy Sunday Funday
The Cotlake boarders were shell-abrating the wonderful 
weather on the beach at Minehead on Sunday. 
They enjoyed a sandcastle making competition, beach games 
and finished the day with some delicious fish and chips.
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SPORT

n The U11 rugby team (pictured right) 
travelled to West Buckland last Saturday 
to play in a Rugby Festival against the 
host school and Colston’s. 
The team all showed huge 
improvement throughout the day and 
played with real pride. It was pleasing 
to note how their defence improved 
enormously throughout the morning. 
A wonderful moment was when the 
catering staff from West Buckland told 
Mr Baker that the Queen’s pupils were 
the most polite boys she had ever 
come across. 
They certainly earned and enjoyed their 
sausage and chips! 
n On Wednesday, the U11s were 
back in action against Blundell’s and 
Exeter Cathedral and enjoyed a 
fantastic afternoon of rugby, with real 
development being shown by the team.  
Meanwhile, the U10s travelled to 
Blundell’s to play in a quadrangular 

festival against the hosts, St.Peter’s and 
Exeter Cathedral. 
These were the first proper rugby 
matches for the U10s and, although 
they  didn’t really know what to expect 
to begin with, they learned as the 
afternoon wore on. 
The boys gradually adapted to the 
game and, by the end, most of the 
team were getting involved physically.
n The Prep hockey teams started their 
season with home matches against 
King’s Hall and Wellington. 
The U11A side put in some great 
performances in their first set of 
matches for more than a year-and-
a-half and scored some well-worked 
goals.

The U11B team had a fantastic first 
match in which the midfield players 
did brilliantly in getting the ball into the 
opposition circle. 
The U10A side showed some excellent 
phases of attacking play with very 
determined defending throughout their 
match against Wellington while the B 
team all worked extremely hard in a 
very closely-fought game. 

Monday, September 27th, 
at 2.30pm

We are looking forward to 
welcoming Wells Cathedral 
School and West Buckland 
for our first hockey and 
rugby matches for Years 3 
and 4
A reminder that match 
information can be found 
by going through the Sports 
Portal on the website. 

Details were sent out at 
the beginning of term. The 
children also have a ‘hard 
copy’ for parents’ reference. 
This will be phased out as 
parents get used to using 
SOCS. A notice will be on 
our sports board for the 
children to check.
Parents are welcome to 
attend and the gates to 
Prep School will be open 

from 2pm for extra parking 
options. The school pitches 
are on the Lower behind the 
school. The boys will play in 
front of the cricket pavilion 
and the girls on the Astros 
across to the left.
Years 3 and 4 will have a 
small snack after the game 
and will then go back to 
school to change after which 
they can be signed out in the 
normal manner.  

Busy week of action as rugby and hockey fixtures return

YEARS 3 AND 4 HOCKEY AND RUGBY MATCHES

Queen’s College U11s 
Hockey Tournament 

Saturday, October 2nd 
from 9.15am–1pm.   

We are hosting our first 
tournament for nearly two 
years on Saturday, October 
2nd. All Year 6 girls will 
be playing, along with 
some Year 5 girls. Team 
sheets will be posted in the 
normal manner.

U11 HOCKEY



The forward-thinking independent school creating  
caring, ambitious and well-educated boys and girls.

•  Extensive range of co-curricular activities
•  Caring and supportive community
•  Strong academic results
•  A range of scholarships available
•   Family fee support and a generous sibling 

discount
•  Buses available across the region
•  No academic lessons on Saturday mornings
•  Dedicated to sustainability
•  Outstanding creative and performing arts
•  570 seat theatre – the largest in the region

Contact our friendly admissions team

   

01823 340830
admissions@queenscollege.org.uk 

www.queenscollege.org.uk

OPEN MORNINGS
Meet the new Head of  College Mr Julian Noad 

Saturday 25 September 2021 
Senior & Sixth form (11-18 years)

Friday 01 October 2021 
Nursery, Pre-Prep & Prep (0-11 years)
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