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FOUNDERS’ DAY MARKED
 News from Senior School and Sixth Form                               October 1st, 2021

By MR JULIAN NOAD 
Head of College

This week, the College came together 
in Temple Methodist Church to 
celebrate Queen’s foundation, 178 
years ago. 
We were especially pleased to hear 
from Rev Graham Thompson, who 
is chair of our Plymouth and Exeter 
district but also will be President of the 
Methodist Church; thus following in 
the footsteps of John Wesley himself, 
who was the original President of the 
Methodist Conference, representing 
Methodism in the wider world, 

nationally and internationally. I was 
delighted to be formally welcomed to 
Queen’s College and the Methodist 
Church within this special service. It 
was also wonderful to take the whole 
school into town: singing together and 
being together.
We continue to enjoy greater freedoms 
this term. A further step will be the 
opening of the archway gates (the 

main gates where you drop off) for 
all fixtures; please use this as your 
entry point for spectators. Reception 
is, of course, open 8am until 5.30pm 
(Monday to Friday) through the Senior 
School main entrance, the School 
House doors. At other times, before 
school and after, you should find that 
the archway pedestrian gate is closed 
but unlocked, 7am until 7pm. 
We have also relaxed our approach to 
dogs, in part to avoid hypocrisy with 

n Continued on page two.
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SCHOOL CALENDAR                                                                                                    October 2nd to 10th 

Saturday, October 2nd
13:30 Hockey Year 7 & 8 House Matches 
13:30 Hockey Year 9 & 10 House Matches 
13:30 Hockey Years 11-13  House Matches 
14:30 Rugby  U12A v Wells Cathedral School (A) 
14:30 Rugby  U13A v Wells Cathedral School (A)  
14:30 Rugby  U14A v Wells Cathedral School (H) 
14:30 Rugby  U15A v Wells Cathedral School (H) 
14:30 Rugby  1st XV v Wells Cathedral School (A) 
17:00 Silver DofE Training 

Sunday, October 3rd
Silver DofE Training 

Monday, October 4th
Week A timetable starts 

08:30 Year 7 Rock Pooling Trip to Torquay 
16:15 Hockey U16 Championships (H) 
16:15 Hockey U15 Championships (H) 

Tuesday, October 5th
15:30-16:30 Years 12-13 Academic Scholars – Psychology 

Wednesday, October 6th
14:30 Hockey Sevens U13A v Sherborne Prep School (A) 
14:30 Hockey Sevens U12A v Sherborne Prep School (A) 
14:30 Rugby U13A v Perrott Hill Prep School (A) 

16:00 Swimming Mixed Gala at Exeter School (U18, U15) 
16:30 Senior Basketball v West Buckland School (H) 

Thursday, October 7th
All Day Hockey U14 Schools Tier 2 Cup v. Millfield (A) 
14:00 Hockey 1st XI v Taunton School (H) 

Friday, October 8th
12:45-14:00 Lunchtime Concert @ St.John’s Church 

Saturday, October 9th
All Day Gold DofE Canoeists Practice 
12:30 Hockey U13A v Blundell’s School (H) 
12:30 Hockey U12A v Blundell’s School (H) 
12:30 Hockey U12B v Blundell’s School (H) 
14:00 Hockey 2nd XI v Blundell’s School (H) 
14:00 Hockey 1st XI v Blundell’s School (H) 
14:00 Rugby  U12A v Brymore Academy (H) 
14:00 Rugby  U13A v Brymore Academy (H) 
14:00 Rugby  U15A v Brymore Academy (H) 
14:00 Rugby U16A v Brymore Academy (H) 
14:15 Hockey U15A v Blundell’s School (A) 
14:15 Hockey U14A v Blundell’s School (A) 
 

Sunday, October 10th
All Day Rugby  U14A School Sports Magazine Cup 
09:00-17:00 Climbing – tbc 

n Continued from page one
resident dogs on campus, our Percy 
included. From here on, well-behaved 
dogs on leads are permitted to visit 
outside areas of the College, for example 
when supporting fixtures. It is, of course, 
the duty of any owner to keep control, 
without disrupting activities, and ensure 
that no mess is left. Signage to reflect 
this will be updated soonest. We are 
determined that Queen’s will remain a 
safe place for all of our community but 
also open to coming together.
It was wonderful to see such strong 
attendance at our Open Morning last 
Saturday and our New Parents Evening 
(pictured) was also a very positive 
experience, allowing staff and parents to 
get to know each other. 
In this way, we hope that communication 
will be more free and that issues can be 
resolved more quickly. 
On a related note, I thank the large 

numbers of parents who have 
contributed to our communications 
survey, shared this week. I shall close it 
this weekend and compile a response 
for next week. The early feedback has 
been very positive and constructive; I 
thank you.
I cannot close without mention of covid. 
Queen’s College remains relatively 
unscathed by recent infections but we 
are aware that other local schools are 

facing challenge. Please continue with 
the twice-weekly testing (further kits 
should be coming home this week) and 
keep away from school anyone who 
tests positive or shows symptoms. Yes, 
there is an aggressive seasonal virus 
about and, in many cases, this is the 
cause of upset, but a cautious approach 
and isolation until PCR results are known 
is requested. We will continue to closely 
monitor the situation and follow Public 
Health advice which steers a path of 
normal activity as much as possible; 
reserving restrictions for when infection 
rates are significant.
For covid reasons, Downside have 
withdrawn all hockey fixtures but we 
look forward to the girls’ house hockey 
in its stead tomorrow. The boys take on 
Wells Cathedral at rugby. I may well see 
you there.
Have a great weekend. 

Best wishes, Julian.
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Our fund-raising last week for 
Macmillan Cancer Support raised 
more than £850.
The wonderful total was achieved 
from a series of coffee events and 
cake sales as part of the charity’s 
World’s Biggest Coffee Morning.
The fund-raising effort was organised 
by prefects Louisa and Bella with Mrs 
Noad, the Head’s wife, who said: 
“The whole Queen’s community 
came together magnificently to 
support our Macmillan events.
“As well as raising money for this most 
important cause, it was fabulous to 
bring people together again.”

What a result!

Six schools compete in return of the QuBEC Cup
The QuBEC (Queen’s 
Business and Economics) 
Cup returned on Tuesday 
with six schools taking part as 
we defended the trophy.
Open to students in Years 12 
and 13, general knowledge 
questions were followed by 
specialist questions based 
on Year 1 A-Level or AS 
Courses in both Economics 
and Business Studies.  
Two Queen’s teams from 
Year 13 (pictured below) 
competed against The King’s 
School, Gloucester; King’s 
College Taunton; King’s 

Worcester; Dauntsey’s 
School, near Devizes; and 
Monmouth School for Boys.
After a day of keen 
competition, the Business 

team from Dauntsey’s ran 
out winners and are pictured 
(above) receiving the trophy 
from Mr Noad.
King’s Worcester (Business) 
were runners-up and King’s 
Gloucester (Business) were 
in third place.
Our  Business team made 
it to the quarter-finals while 
our Economics team were 
knocked out by King’s 

Taunton (Economics) who 
went on to progress to the 
semi-finals.
All of the students who took 
part received a certificate 
and a small gift.
Thanks so much to Ms Rust 
for organising the event, 
Mr Green for acting as 
quizmaster and everyone 
else who helped to make 
the day such a resounding 
success.
Ms Rust said afterwards: “I 
was absolutely delighted by 
the positive feedback from 
the schools taking part, who 
are all looking forward to 
next year’s event.
“I was also very proud of our 
students who stepped up 
to compete and were great 
ambassadors for Queen’s.”
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Action-packed Big Weekend proves a major success
The first of our Big Weekends in 
boarding saw pupils enjoying an 
action-packed time.  
The inaugural session – which was 
fully booked – was for Years 6 to 9 
with future weekends catering for 
older students.
The events give our day students, 
and prospective pupils, a chance to 
experience boarding at Queen’s, 
along with some of the extensive 
activities we have on offer.
On Saturday, there was archery, 
bushcraft, pioneering and canoeing 
with the pupils constructing and 
firing catapults, as well as cooking a 
chocolate cake on the fire … in an 
orange peel.  
The canoeing was based on the 
River Parrett at Langport and, after 
a relatively dry session in the boats, 
a large number of the group couldn’t 
resist jumping in!
On Sunday, everyone went climbing 
at Chudleigh rocks in Devon 
where they scaled some impressive 

limestone cliffs as well as abseiling 
down from the top.  
Joined over the weekend by some 
of our current boarders, the pupils 
also managed to fit in a half-day of 
mountain biking at Haldon Forest 
Park, Exeter. They completed one 
of the purpose-built trails and tested 
their biking ability in the skills area.

n More photos on page five.
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n Full gallery in our Queen’s 
College Community group 
on Facebook.
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If you missed 
the interview 
with Mr 
Noad on 
Taunton’s 
Tone FM last 
Friday, you 
can listen 
again by 
CLICKING 
HERE.

Listen again ...

Mary-Tess reaches record-breaking competition finals
Mary-Tess (Year 7) is 
a regional finalist in a 
record-breaking design 
competition.
She has reached the final 
120 of the Heroes Stamp 
Design Competition – 
and both Mary-Tess and 
Queen’s are guaranteed a 
prize!
An incredible 606,049 
entries were received from 
children across the UK, with 
7,479 schools taking part. 
They have contributed 
towards a Guinness World 
Records title for the largest 

postage stamp design 
competition.
From the 120 regional 
finalists, a special panel 

of judges will determine 
the winning 24 regional 
designs and these will be 
announced in November. 

Then, from these 24 
entries, eight winning 
images will be chosen as 
official Royal Mail stamps, 
which will be signed off by 
Her Majesty the Queen. 
They will then appear on 
millions of items of mail 
across the UK when they 
are issued in the Spring.
Mary-Tess took part in the 
competition while in Year 
6 and a selection of the 
entries from Queen’s are 
on display at the foot of the 
stairs, outside the Birchall 
Hall.

War programme

Queen’s parent Mr Paul Wooding is 
Executive Producer of a fascinating 
new series, which has started on 
Channel 4.
‘Britain’s Forgotten Wars’, with Tony 
Robinson, explores our wars post-
WW2 which have been forgotten. 
The second episode tomorrow 
(Saturday) starts at 8pm.

Open Morning is a big hit
Mary-Tess (above) was not the only one involved in 
record-breaking this week.
We had our highest-recorded number of families 
attending the Senior School and Sixth Form Open 
Morning on Saturday.

The school looked amazing, 
the many activities laid on 
were outstanding and all of our 
visitors received the warmest of 
welcomes.
Many thanks to everyone who 
came along and particularly all the 
staff and students, who supported 
the event.
It was truly Queen’s at its best!
n If you know anyone interested 
in our school, please email us: 
admissions@queenscollege.org.uk

https://tonefm.co.uk/listen/queens-college-welcomes-new-head-julian-noad/
https://tonefm.co.uk/listen/queens-college-welcomes-new-head-julian-noad/
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More photos from a wonderful Founders’ Day Service 

Tips for Sixth Form from visiting OQs SAFEGUARDING

Live streaming 
on platforms, 
including Twitch, 
is becoming more 
popular, as are the 
concerns. 
Childnet have put 
together a useful article about Twitch – 
what it is, why it’s so popular, the type 
of content and some useful tips and 
advice.
You can read the article in full by 
CLICKING HERE.

Guide to Twitch

n More photos in 
our Community 

group on Facebook.

We have been delighted to welcome 
two OQs today (Friday) in the first of a 
series of talks by former students to our 
Sixth Form.
Dan Wilde (OQ 2002-17) and Huw 
Williams (OQ 2011-18) have been giving 
tips on applying for university and 
making the most of the uni experience.
Dan has graduated with a BEng from 
Loughborough Uni – also completing 
an internship in Marketing—while Huw 
is doing a similar Sports Engineering 
degree at Nottingham Trent Uni and is 
currently on a placement at Silverstone.

We are looking to have a range of OQs 
visiting on a monthly basis over the 
course of the year.  

https://www.childnet.com/blog/twitch-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers


www.queenscollege.org.uk@QueensTauntonQueen’s College Taunton8 www.queenscollege.org.uk @queenstaunton queens.college

Year 7 pupils take to the hills for Geography studies
Year 7 enjoyed a 
Geography day on the 
Quantocks on Monday.  
They managed to 
dodge the showers 
and collected some 
really useful data on the 
landuse and landscape of 

the hills.  
The pupils were all 
really enthusiastic and 
extremely well-behaved.  
We now look forward to 
their photo competition 
entries and field trip 
write-ups.

Year 8 produce stunning artwork during Open Morning
Year 8 pupils worked hard 
during Saturday’s Open 
Morning to create A1 
Collagraph prints using 
items they had collected 
from the hedgerows and 
gardens. 
Ms Cade, Head of Art, said: 
“I am so proud of them 
- they worked so well all 
together with absolutely 
fantastic results!”

Pupils involved were: 
Bahiya, Alex, Isaac, Louis, 
Yuzuk, Coby, Emilia, 
Abiroop, Thomas and Evan.
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Students learn about volunteering
Gill Harrison, who worked at Queen’s 
for many years, made a welcome return 
on Wednesday, in her new role as 
Taunton’s Community Development 
Worker.
She spoke to the Gold DofE participants 
about volunteering, outlining the many 
fantastic opportunities to make a real 
difference in the local community.  
It was an inspiring session and we hope 
DofE participants from Bronze through 
to Gold will be among those benefiting 
from this new partnership.

In Design Club this week, the 
students expressed their creativity 
and developed their model-making 
skills using paper to make a variety 
of architectural shapes and three-
dimensional creations from sheets 
of paper. Well done, everyone.

Pupils in 7A started their Graphics 
and Graphic Communication 
lessons today (Friday) in a similar 
way to others in the year group.
Using their creativity and team 
work, they completed this super 
piece of design (above) which will 
join the 7B mural in the Design and 
Technology workshop.
As before, the letters are filled with 
images associated with the subject. 
They can all be very proud of their 
work. 

Busy designers
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Boarders get their skates on for latest evening outing
The boarders had a wonderful outing to 
the Minehead Eye indoor skate park on 
Tuesday evening. 
Lots of flicks and jumps and only a 
couple of minor bruises.
They’ll be back next week … even 
braver!

Weekend treat
Our 
Year 13 
boarding 
girls were 
treated 
to Miss 
Johnson’s 
Ice Cream 
Milkshakes as a little reward at the 
end of a very busy week. 
While enjoying these tasty treats, 
they spent time chatting about the 
next few weeks, thinking about 
positive experiences of living in a 
Year 13 senior house and planning 
activities and socials for the rest of 
the year.

There’s a chance to see some 
of our musicians in a special 
lunchtime concert  in Taunton 
next Friday.
With our Director of Muisic, 
Mr Ed Jenkins, they will be 
peforming ‘Back to Live’ at St 
John’s Church.
Doors open at noon for a 
12.45pm start. Please book your 
seat in advance by calling 01823 
335543 and leaving a contact 
name and number. The retiring 
collection will be in aid of Guide 
Dogs for the Blind and St John’s.

Town concert

Psychology prize
Dylan (Year 12) has won a copy of the 
Psychology revision guide for an excellent 
academic written assignment. The prize 
was kindly donated by PsychStix.
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CO-CURRICULAR SPOTLIGHT                                                                                       This week: Dance

MONDAY 
1.45 – 2.15 Nursery Ballet 
2.15 – 2.45  Nursery Ballet 
2.50 – 3.25  Pre-primary Ballet (Reception)
3.30 – 4.25  Grade 2-3 Ballet (Y5+) 
4.35 – 5.25  Primary Ballet exam group (Y3 and open to Y4)
5.30 – 6.30  Grade 4 Ballet (Y7+)
6.30 – 7.15  Senior Modern/ Jazz (Y7+)

TUESDAY 
2.50 – 3.25  Primary ballet (Y2) 
3.30 – 4.25 Intermediate Foundation ballet- 1st weekly class (Y6+)
4.35 – 5.25  Intermediate ballet (Y9+)
5.30 – 6.15  ISTD Modern/ Jazz (Y3-4)
6.15 – 7.00  Grade 5 Ballet exam group (Y9+)

WEDNESDAY 
2.50 – 3.25  Primary Ballet (Y1)
3.30 – 4.25  Grade 5 Ballet non-exam group
4.35 – 5.25  Grade 1 Ballet (Y4+) 
5.30 – 6.25  ISTD Modern/ Jazz (Y5-6)
6.30 – 7.30  Intermediate Ballet (Y9+) 
7.30 – 8.00  Grade 8 Ballet exam group (Y13) 

FRIDAY 
2.50 – 3.25  Primary Ballet exam group (Y3)
3.30 – 4.25  Grade 5 exam group (Y9+)  
3.30 – 4.25  Junior Hip Hop (up to Y6)     
4.35 – 5.25  Grade 2 (exam) (Y6) 
4.35 – 5.25  Intermediate Hip Hop (Y7-9) 
5.30 – 6.25  Intermediate Foundation Ballet- 2nd weekly class (Y7+)
5.30 – 6.25  Commercial dance 
6.30 – 7.30    Festival Ballet group 

This term, there is even more variety on 
offer for new starters and experienced 
dancers in the Queen’s College Dance 
Academy. As well as offering a full range 
of ballet grades, we are now introducing: 

BALLET WITH MISS KIM
Ballet weekly classes 
continue with Miss Kim 
for all exam grades and 
vocational levels of the 
Royal Academy of Dance.

FURTHER BALLET – NEW 
Ballet exam coaching 
classes for Primary, Grade 2 

and Grade 5.
Ballet second weekly classes for 
Intermediate Foundation level.
These new classes take place on Friday 
afternoons with Miss Tanya.

HIP HOP AND 
COMMERCIAL DANCE – 
NEW  
Junior Hip Hop to Year 6,  
Intermediate Hip Hop for 
Years 7 to 9, Commercial 
Dance for Year 10 and above.
These new freestyle classes take place 
on Friday afternoons with our new 
teacher, Chris Jones.

ONE-TO-ONE PRIVATE LESSONS
Miss Sophie is able to 
offer private one-to-one 
coaches at all levels for 
ballet, tap or modern 
dance.  These lessons are 
available to new starters or 
for those preparing for specific exams.
Private lessons can be arranged in 
school lunchtime to suit the individual. 

TAP AND MODERN – NEW  
We are currently gauging interest to add 
these styles of dance to the curriculum.  
Please contact us if you are interested 
in joining new classes in either dance 
form.

So many opportunities to get dancing at Queen’s

COSTS
Dance classes are billed termly in blocks of five 
weeks.
The cost per session is £5.50. Exam entry fees 
are charged separately.

UNIFORM
Miss Kim is able to give you further information 
about uniform for all styles of dance. She can 
also advise on the best place to buy clothing and 
footwear.

HOW TO JOIN A CLASS
If you have any questions about classes, please 
contact Mr Trafford in the Queen’s Hall at ivt@
queenscollege.org.uk or Miss Kim at kdt@
queenscollege.org.uk
To enrol in a new class, please contact rmm@
queenscollege.org.uk 
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Cotlake have a splashing time on their Sunday Funday 
Cotlake boarders enjoyed the last of 
the September sunshine at Devon 
Wake Park on their latest Sunday 
Funday. 
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OUTDOOR PURSUITS

Year 8 Adventure Club 
went mountain biking at 
Haldon Forest Park.  
The group thoroughly 
enjoyed the trails as well 
as the skills park and 
are looking forward to 
improving their jumping 
technique next time 
around!

Year 7 Adventure Club 
enjoyed climbing at 
South Molton.  
Miss Allport was really 
impressed with the 
natural ability and 
enthusiasm among the 
group and is looking 
forward to seeing how 
they progress over the 
next few years.

The senior kayakers 
continued their 
preparations for the 
white water paddling 
season by working 
on their eskimo 
rolls yesterday 
(Thursday).  
This is a technique 
which allows the 
paddler to go upside 
down and then roll 
back up without 
exiting the kayak.  
Mr Cruice also took 
one for the team and 
spent most of the 
afternoon floating in 
the river!

The Year 9 mountain bikers were out, in heavy and persistent 
rain, on Tuesday evening.  At times the trails were more like 
streams than tracks and everybody finished totally drenched 
but still smiling!

Climbing clubs have focused 
on bouldering technique 
this week and pupils have 
enjoyed the novel use of 
swimming woggles as part of 

their warm-up routines!  
All climbers are beginning 
to make real progress with 
their balance and weight 
distribution on the wall.
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Rugby 1st XV learn lessons from a physical encounter
SPORT

n Our U14s are pictured before their game v West Buckland on Saturday.

1st XV v West Buckland
Queen’s travelled to West 
Buckland for a physical and 
well-fought match.
With West Buckland making 
a fast start, Queen’s found 
themselves facing a steep 
challenge for the second half. 
The boys came out firing 
and put some good phases 
together.
Against a good West 
Buckland side the boys stuck 
at it right until the end and 
will have learned a great 
deal.
Tomorrow (Saturday), 
the 1st XV travel to Wells 
Cathedral where the side 
will look to continue to 
grow. 

U15A v West Buckland
The team played well and 
improved as the game went 
on. 
Ollie Smith was absolutely 
outstanding in all aspects. 

U14 v West Buckland
In a very competiitve game, 
Queen’s and West Buckland 
were well-matched for the 
majority of the contest. 
With the score at two tries 
apiece, momentum swung in 
West Buckland’s favour who 
went to win. 

Flynn Williams had a good 
game on return from injury. 

U13 v West Buckland
The U13 match was played 
in great spirits and the 
players were a real credit to 
themselves, with many of 
the squad still learning the 
game. 
There were some great 
moments in the touch 
element of the game, with 
some brilliant ball-handling 
and endeavour. 
West Buckland came out on 
top but it was a well-fought 

match and the players will 
have benefited from the 
competition. 

U12A v West Buckland
The U12s had a very good 
match against West Buckland 
with not much between the 

sides. 
Queen’s tackled strongly, 
competed well for the ball 
and ran with determination 
when in possession.
The boys will continue to 
grow as their understanding 
of the game improves. 

Congratulations to three of 
our pupils on their netball 
success.
Mia (Year 9), centre, 
has been picked for the 
County Academy squad 
while Fran, right, and Evvie 

(both Year 7) are in the 
Taunton Satellite squad. 
They have undergone 
hours of training and trials 
to be among only 18 girls 
to earn selection. 
Well done!

Netball trio are selected
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Strong display brings another victory for hockey 1st XI 
SPORT

1st XI v Bruton
Another strong performance 
from the senior girls saw 
everyone play with real 
intensity and creativity in a 
convincing win. 
In a display of both individual 
and team brilliance, the girls 
scored some fantastically 
well-worked goals, exploiting 
the space on the right-hand 
side of the pitch. 
Another clean sheet was the 
result of a solid defensive 
performance and the 
girls have developed real 
momentum going into some 
tough fixtures over the 
coming weeks.

U15/14A v Bruton
The U15/14 team played 
amazingly well on Saturday. 
They transferred the ball 
around the pitch and into the 
opposition D. 
A few well-drilled short 
corners gave us the early 
lead. 
The midfielders distributed 
the ball nicely out to the 
corners giving some good 
leads into the D. 
Eloise scored the goal of the 

day with a shot in the top 
corner. 
A huge well done to all the 
girls who played. 

U13 v Bruton
The U13s played incredibly 
well in a compeititve 
encounter and came out 
on top, with Kiera Rigler 
scoring several great goals, 
Marta Griffiths showing great 

development and Nelly 
Randell making a series of 
impressive saves. 

U12 v Bruton
The U12s continued to 
grow in confidence in this 
match and it was a good 
opportunity for many to 
showcase their skills. 
All the girls worked hard and 
managed to piece together 
several promising attacking 
moves in a good victory.

U13A v Wellington
A well-balanced match saw 
Queen’s create several 
good opportunities but, 
unfortunately, they were 
unable to turn them into 
goals. 
Wellington had one player, in 
particular, who was able to 
control the game and scored 
the goals to win the match. 
Strong defensive displays 
from Bahiya Hussein, 

Nelly Rendall and Rebecca 
Barter kept the rest of the 
Wellington players quiet.

U12A v Wellington
The U12As played their 
toughest game yet against 
a strong Wellington side, 
requiring determination 
and resilience in the field. 
Throughout the game, the 
girls improved on their 
defence and posting-up, 
which allowed them to make 
a break and score a well-
worked goal.
 

U12B v Wellington
A close game for the U12B 
team against a well-matched 
Wellington side. 
The girls came out strongly, 
defensively, with L. Fourie 
making some great saves 
throughout the game. 
A substitution was made to 
bring H. Newcombe on as 
striker. 
The energy and 
determination she brought to 
the pitch allowed the team 
to build on their attacking 
play and create some great 
opportunities. 
The team came out with a 
win by one goal. 
A. Brown was named as 
opposition’s player of the 
match.
 

HOUSE MATCHES 
TOMORROW 
(SATURDAY)

Years 7-13 Hockey
n 13:30 warm up for 
14:00 start.
n Presentation at 16:45.
n Parents welcome to 
attend.

n Our U13A team are pictured before taking on Bruton School 
for Girls on Saturday.
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 PROMINENT OQs                                                                                    Harold Watkinson (OQ 1920-25)

Geoff Bisson, OQA 
Secretary, continues his 
look at the outstanding 
achievements of our 
former students.

School records reveal 
little about Harold Arthur 
Watkinson’s career at 
Queen’s College. 
His name does not appear 
in lists of prefects, captains 
or prize winners, players or 
participants of school teams 
or clubs. 
He was a good athlete and 
a boy who was involved in a 
modest way in South House 
sport. He was an individual 
comfortable with himself yet 
willing to contribute to the 
common good.
As an adult, he excelled 
at business and served his 
country in the military and 
politics with distinction. 
As a measure of his 
achievement he was created 
Viscount Watkinson of 
Woking in 1964.
His father ran an engineering 
business in Walton-on-
Thames and, after studying 
engineering at King’s 
College, London, Harold 
worked for the family firm 
until 1935. 
However, he did not find this 
entirely satisfying and, for the 
next four years, he worked 
in technical and engineering 
journalism. 
During this time he met 
Vera Langmead, whom he 
courted. With the outbreak 
of war in September 1939, 
he proposed and, on her 
acceptance, he insisted they 
marry promptly because, he 
later said: “I did not know 
how long the war would last, 
nor whether I would survive 

it. I concluded we should get 
some marital bliss in first.” 
They married in November 
1939.
Already a keen sailor, Harold 
signed up with the Royal 
Navy Volunteer Reserve 
at the outbreak of war. 
He saw active service as a 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Enthused by the intensity of 
political debate in the post-
war world, Harold stood as 
the Conservative candidate 
for Woking in the General 
Election of 1950, and won. 
With Churchill in power a 
year later, Harold became 
the PPS for the Minister 
of Transport and, a year 
later, he was moved to 
the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service. 
After three years there, 
he returned to his former 
department, in 1955, as its 
head. 
Harold said of his 
times at the 
Ministry of 
Transport 
that: “It 
is nice 
to have 
achieved 
some 
concrete 
results, and 
in the railways 

modernisation programme, 
in the road programme and 
in the construction of new 
airports, at least my four 
years have visible results”. 
In 1959, he became Minister 
of Defence. He quipped: 
“I feel that a short service 
in the Queen’s Cadet 
Corps was hardly adequate 
preparation for dealing 
with rockets and nuclear 
weapons”.
Macmillan, the Prime 
Minister, thought Harold 
was the man to achieve the 
reform of the department 
he wanted to affect, namely 
to impose a visionary 
concept of a united service 
organisation on 
the individual 
forces (land, sea 
and air) which 
were often 
suspicious of 
each other. 
Harold thought 
the best way 
forward was to 
find the soldiers, 
sailors and 
airmen best suited to the 
their jobs and leave them 
alone. 
Thus, Harold lost Macmillan’s 
confidence and, along 
with six other Ministers, 
was sacked in July 1962 in 
a Cabinet reshuffle usually 

dubbed 

‘Macmillan’s Night of the 
Long Knives’, lampooned 
in cartoons such as this 
one (foot of page) in The 
Spectator.
Perhaps unsurprisingly, 
given Harold’s preference 
to leave military matters to 
the experts, Field-Marshal 
Montgomery, who had 
known all nine Ministers of 
Defence since 1945, said: “In 
my considered opinion he 
(Harold) is easily the best of 
the lot”. 
Harold returned to the 
business world. 
Among the many prestigious 
positions he held were 

Chairman of the 
Council of the 
BIM (1968-79), 
Chairman of Cadbury 
Schweppes (1969-
74), a directorship 
of Midland Bank, a 
senior position in 
the British Institute 
of Management and 
President of the CBI 
(1976-77). 

His expertise in business 
was revealed in various 
publications including 
Blueprint for Survival (1976).
He also wrote two books 
which served as memoirs, 
one of which was The 
Mountain (1987) in which 
he extolled the virtues 
of individual struggle, 
sentiments very much in line 
with the qualities he learned 
to appreciate in his younger 
days as a rock climber. 
He also found time for a 
host of good causes until 
the end of his life, in 1995.  
He was bluff and, some 

say, lacked charm – he was 
a man of substance rather 
than style. 




