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COMMUNITY MATTERS
 News from Senior School and Sixth Form                         September 24th, 2021

By MR JULIAN NOAD 
Head of College

n Cake sales at morning break today (Friday) proved popular with pupils across the school.

With the weather continuing 
to play ball, we have been 
blessed with some fabulous 
opportunities to bring our 
community together.
Fixtures are up and running 
and I’ve been impressed 
by the commitment and 
conduct of your children. 
Parental support has been 
much appreciated and I 
know that the fabulous teas 
and coffees in the Dining 
Pavilion have been much 
enjoyed, by home and away 
support; please do come 
along when you are next 
able. 
Mrs Noad’s coffee gatherings 
yesterday (Thursday) were a 
great success and the cakes 
subsequently on sale to Prep 
and Senior pupils today were 
enthusiastically purchased 
and devoured.
 We were overwhelmed 
by the generosity of our 
parents. 
Personally, I do not want to 
see another muffin or drizzle 
slice for a long time; but I am 
certain that we can chalk this 

off as ‘mission accomplished’. 
We await to hear of monies 
raised for the Macmillan 
cancer charity, but the bigger 
picture is of bringing our 
community closer together 
and lending support to those 
in greater need.
Recognising that visits to 
school in recent times have 
been difficult, I remind 
parents of Year 7 and 8 
pupils and all new parents 
that we have a chance 
to meet teachers in the 
Wyvern Hall next Thursday, 

September 30th, from 6pm.
I hope that you enjoy these 
weekly Bulletins. I thank you 
for taking the time to read 
them through – to keep up 
to date and to enjoy our 
successes.
 I give you a heads up that, 
next week, I shall be sending 
round a communications 
survey, to gather thoughts 
on our various channels and 
publications. I want to be 
sure that we are providing 
what you want and need.

Tomorrow brings our Open 
Morning for the Senior 
School with record numbers 
registered to attend.  I look 
forward to showing off our 
great school to families new 
to Queen’s and those who 
may have known it of old but 
want to see where we are 
going. 
I thank you, in advance, 
for your support with your 
children playing their part as 
wonderful ambassadors.
Whatever you are up to, I 
wish you a terrific weekend.
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SCHOOL CALENDAR                                                                                 September 25th to October 3rd

Saturday, September 25th
09:00–12:30 Senior and Sixth Form Open Morning 
14:00 Rugby U16A v West Buckland School (A) 
14:00 Hockey 1st XI v Bruton School for Girls (H) 
14:00 Hockey Sevens U13A v Bruton School for Girls (H) 
14:30 Rugby 1st XV v West Buckland School (A) 
14:30 Rugby U15A v West Buckland School (A) 
14:30 Rugby U14A v West Buckland School (H) 
14:30 Rugby U13A v West Buckland School (H) 
14:30 Rugby U12A v West Buckland School (H) 
14:30 Rugby U17A v West Buckland School(A) 
15:00 Hockey U14A v Bruton School for Girls (H) 
15:00 Hockey Sevens U12A v Bruton School for Girls (H) 
15:00 Hockey U15A v Bruton School for Girls (H) 

Monday, September 27th
Week B timetable starts

08:20–15:30 Year 7 Geography Trip 

Tuesday, September 28th
All Day QuBEC Cup – Years 12 and 13 

Wednesday, September 29th
14:45 Rugby 1st XV v Blundells (A) 
15:00 Hockey U13A v Wellington School (A) 
15:15 Hockey U12A v Wellington School (H) 

15:15 Hockey U12B v Wellington School (H) 
16:20 Senior Basketball v King’s College (A) 

Thursday, September 30th
08:30–11:00 Founders’ Day Service 
14:30 Hockey U16 Championships at Exeter School 
18:00 New Parents’ Evening 

Friday, October 1st
09:00–12:30 Nursery,  Pre-Prep and Prep Open Morning 
15:30–16:30 Years 7-8 Academic Scholars’ Event – PE 

Saturday, October 2nd
14:00 Hockey 2nd XI v Downside School (H) 
14:00 Hockey U15A v Downside School (H) 
14:00 Hockey U13A v Downside School (A) 
14:00 Hockey U12A v Downside School (A) 
14:30 Rugby  U12A v Wells Cathedral School (A) 
14:30 Rugby  U13A v Wells Cathedral School (A)  
14:30 Rugby  U14A v Wells Cathedral School (H) 
14:30 Rugby  U15A v Wells Cathedral School (H) 
14:30 Rugby  U16A v Wells Cathedral School (H) 
14:30 Rugby  1st XV v Wells Cathedral School (A) 
15:00 Hockey 1st XI v Downside School (H) 
15:00 Hockey U14A v Downside School (A) 

n Mr Noad and Mr Free held their first weekly meeting with our new Senior Prefects 
on Wednesday, covering a range of topics.

Founders’ Day
We’re looking forward to the 
return of our Founders’ Day 
Service, which takes place in 
Temple Methodist Church next 
Thursday.
Owing to the pandemic, last year’s 
service was a ‘virtual’ event – 
filmed at Temple and streamed 
across the community.
Our photo is from 2019.



www.queenscollege.org.uk@QueensTauntonQueen’s College Taunton3 www.queenscollege.org.uk @queenstaunton queens.college

Coffee and cake as community boost Macmillan funds
Our community has been joining in the 
World’s Biggest Coffee Morning this 
week to raise funds for the wonderful 
work of Macmillan Cancer Support.
Yesterday (Thursday) morning, we 
hosted Prep parents in the garden of 
Wyvern House – Mr and Mrs Noad’s 
home – while later in the day, it was the 
turn of Senior parents.
At break today, there were cake sales 
across the school, hosted by Senior 
Prefects.
Thanks to everyone who made or 
donated items – you can still make 
a contribution to Macmillan by 
CLICKING HERE.

https://thy.ng/BUU005071231


n Our new Heads of School took up their duties at the start of term and we gave 
them the daunting task of writing about each other. Here’s what they had to say ...
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Introducing our new Heads of School – Jenny and Ali

ALI’S VEWS ON JENNY ...

I have known Jenny since Year 5, and 
throughout these past eight years, she has 
been one of the nicest people I have ever 
been fortunate enough to meet. 
Jenny is an all-rounder and is exceptional 
in every aspect of school – whether 
that be her outstanding academic 
achievements in the classroom or her 
unwavering dedication in hockey and 
swimming .
Jenny has been a boarder throughout her 
time at Queen’s which has enabled her 
to become a pillar of the community as 
she has experienced every part of the 
College. 
This experience has also allowed her 
to support students and build a strong 

rapport with everyone around the school.
Moreover, Jenny is pursuing a career in 
zoology with the hope of being able to 
work in France which I am sure she will 
be able to achieve due to her second-to-
none passion for the subject. 
Jenny’s wondrous work ethic, 
organisational prowess and caring nature 
set her up for a bright future. 
With all of these qualities, it came as no 
surprise that she was awarded the role 
of Head Girl which was truly deserving 
for someone who has put their heart and 
soul into the school. 
I am so excited to see what we will be 
able to accomplish together in our final 
year!

JENNY’S VIEWS ON ALI ...

For the eight years I have known Ali, I genuinely have nothing but good to 
say about him. 
He is always the kindest and most polite person in the room and his caring 
nature is shown through his effort to include everyone and anyone.

Ali has spent most of his life at Queen’s, 
all the way from Nursery, and you can 
see how adored he is by the whole 
school, both teachers and students. 
From being here so long, it is easy to 
see the passion he has to make the 
school the best it can be and help in any 
way.
You can usually find him either on the 
rugby pitch or in the pool, always trying 
his best and encouraging the whole 
team.
As well as sport, Ali plays the violin and 
excels in all his academic subjects. He 
plans to go to university and one day 
become a doctor, which he talks about 
with pure excitement, and I know he 
will do great things in the future. 
With his attributes, he was an obvious 
choice for Head Boy, and I can’t wait 
to see the things that we will achieve 
together as the Heads of School!

HEAD OF SIXTH FORM’S VIEWS ...

n Mrs Wilde writes:
Jenny and Ali have both been loyal, committed 
and valued Queen’s students for many years. 
It has been a delight to see them develop in 
their time here; having had the pleasure of 
knowing them for so long, it’s no surprise they 
have been appointed as Head Boy and Head 
Girl. 
I have genuinely never heard them say a 
negative word about anyone- students or staff! 
They thrive on helping others, keeping positive 
and being busy. 
They will be great ambassadors for the 
students and we all wish them well in their final 
year at Queen’s.



Boarders in School House, Hutton 
House and Cotlake were on the crest 
of a wave on Sunday as they enjoyed a 
surfing expedition to Saunton Sands in 
North Devon.
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Photographic Club produce some stunning images
In Photography Club on 
Monday, the students 
looked at setting the 
aperture to control the 
depth of field in photos 

and also investigating 
different viewpoints. 
Here are some of the 
excellent photos from 
the session.

Our boarders got to know each other 
better with a ‘Speed Chatting’ evening in the 
Wyvern Hall.
Thanks to Miss Goodall and the International 
Student Group for organising a successful 
evening.

Getting acquainted

Surf-boarding ...
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Contact our friendly admissions team
01823 340830 admissions@queenscollege.org.uk

•   Weekly and flexi boarding available

•  Buses available across the region

•    A range of scholarships available

•    Family fee support and a generous sibling discount

•   No academic lessons on Saturday mornings

•  Dedicated to sustainability

•   Caring and supportive community

•    Extensive range of co-curricular opportunities

•   Outstanding creative and performing arts

•  570 seat theatre – the largest in the region

www.queenscollege.org.uk

The forward-thinking independent  
school creating caring, ambitious and  

well-educated boys and girls.

N U R S E RY  •  P R E - P R E P  •  P R E P  •  S E N I O R  •  S I X T H  F O R M

OPEN MORNINGS
Senior & Sixth form (11-18 years) – Saturday 25 September 2021 from 9am-12:30pm
Nursery, Pre-Prep & Prep (0-11 years) – Friday 01 October 2021 from 9am-12:30pm

Meet the new Head of  College Mr Julian Noad

Rehearsals are in full swing 
for this term’s spectacular 
productions – Animal Farm 
and Shrek.

Following amazing 
auditions, a company of 

50 has formed to 
perform the beloved 
Dreamworks musical, 
Shrek.  
The role of the lovable 
ogre will be shared by 
Oscar Wade and Jack 
Tregunna, while the 
iconic Donkey role 
is shared by Lucia 
Edwards and Faith 
Davies.  
Competition for 
the role of Fiona 
was fierce, and we 
are really lucky to 
have two fantastic 

performers playing the role 
in Gracie Wicken-Smith and 
Elizabeth Mok.
Meanwhile the 15- strong 
ensemble cast of Animal 
Farm includes Rosie East 
as Snowball, Gregory 
Cook as Napoleon and 
Lily Macneice as the sly 
Squealer.  
The staging is 
epic and includes 
dramatic projection, 
Brechtian slogans and 
atmospheric music 
from Justin Li.  
This is not a cute and 
cuddly animal story – it 
is political theatre with 

a bite!
Tickets are likely to be in 
demand for two shows 
which will take Taunton’s 
breath away.

Tickets on sale now for two great shows this term
By MR IAN TRAFFORD, Artistic Director

To buy tickets for these shows and other events, go to our Box Office by CLICKING HERE

bookings.queenscollege.org.uk
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The new Clay Pigeon Club 
in Co-Curricular has started 
with a bang. 
Students range from 
complete novices to 
competent clay shooters. 
All are enjoying the different 

targets available and have 
achieved considerable 
success so far. 
The next step is to enter 
a team for the schools’ 
regional competition ... 
watch this space.

Year 10 had a fascinating morning in 
Art on Monday.
They started the day with 
dissection and then moved on 
to drawing close-up sections of 
various items including hearts, 
octopus and crab.
It was a brilliant way to discover 
layers in a subject and achieve a 
whole understanding of what the 
students were observing to draw.

Y10 put heart 
into their Art

New club finds shooting stars

Students in 7B began 
a unit of learning for 
Graphics and Graphic 
Communication in 
their lessons yesterday 
(Thursday). 
They all worked 
together to produce 
this amazing piece of 
graphic design (above) 
which, it is hoped, will 
eventually go up in the 
entrance to the Design 
and Technology 
workshop. 
Each letter is filled with 
images associated with 
the subject with pupils 
working together 
and individually to 
complete. 
Well done to all 
involved, including 
Mrs Bucknall, our new 
technician.

Graphic design excellence
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We’re defending the QuBEC Cup as competition returns
The QuBEC Cup (Queen’s 
Business and Economics) 
returns on Tuesday with six 
schools taking part as we 
defend the trophy.
Queen’s won the inaugural 
event in 2019 – last year’s 
was cancelled due to the 
pandemic.
Open to students in Years 
12 and 13, this University 
Challenge-style, fast-
paced competition aims 
to encourage a deeper 
understanding of the subjects 
and a chance for those 
students to shine in an inter-
school competition. 
Hosted by Mr Green and 
Ms Rust, general knowledge 
questions will be used for 
starters followed by specialist 
questions based on Year 
1 A-Level or AS Courses 
in both Economics and 
Business Studies.  

The lunch and refreshments 
are being kindly sponsored 
by Holroyd Howe.  
The winning team will 
receive the magnificent 
QuBEC Cup to keep until 
the 2022 competition in June 

or July (date tbc).
Rescheduled from its original 
date in the Summer Term, 
Tuesday’s event runs from 
10am to 4.30pm.
Two Queen’s College 
teams from Year 13 will be 

competing against:
n The King’s School, 
Gloucester;
n King’s College Taunton;
n King’s Worcester;
n Dauntsey’s School, near 
Devizes;
n Monmouth School for 
Boys.
Ms Rust, Head of 
Economics, Business and 
Marketing, said “We are so 
delighted we have been able 
to reschedule the cup and 
give our Year 13 students the 
opportunity to compete.   
“I am very grateful to our 
Events team for helping me 
to make this happen.
“I am hoping it becomes a 
firmly established event at 
Queen’s and that we can 
invite parents and supporters 
to attend next summer,” she 
added.

n FLASHBACK TO 2019: The winning Queen’s team are 
pictured after receiving the trophy from Mr Green. 

It’s going to be a Big Weekend in boarding!
We’re excited to be staging the first of 
our Big Weekends in boarding.
We are giving our day students 
and prospective pupils a chance to 
experience boarding at Queen’s 
as well as some of the extensive 
activities we have on offer. 
Our existing boarders are also getting 
involved to make the most of the 
fantastic facilities and opportunities. 

This first weekend – which is fully 
booked – is for Years 6 to 9 and 
future weekends will cater for older 
students.
Those taking part will enjoy a range of 
outdoor activities, led by Mr Neenan 
and his team, including canoeing, rock 
climbing, mountain biking and archery. 
Mr Neenan, our Head of Outdoor 
Pursuits, has more than 20 years’ 

experience in coaching and 
leading people. 
He is qualified as a British 
Canoe Union Level 4 Coach, 
MLTB Climbing Instructor and 
CTC Mountain Biking Leader 
Trainer, as well as holding a 
wide range of other NGB 
outdoor qualifications.
As part of the residential, the 
Big Weekend students will 

stay in one of 
our boarding 
houses, 
alongside 
our current 
boarders, 
to enjoy the 
perfect insight 
into boarding 
at Queen’s.
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OUTDOOR PURSUITS

Year 8 Adventure Club 
kicked off on Friday with a 
climbing session at South 
Molton.  
For a number of the 
pupils involved, this was 
their first experience of 

climbing and everybody 
had a great time.
Year 7 Climbing Club 
travelled to the same 
venue on Tuesday and 
all the students climbed 
really well.

Year 9 mountain bikers 
enjoyed the September 
evening sunshine at 
Haldon Forest, Exeter, on 
Tuesday.
There are some fantastic 
bikers in the group and 
we’re looking forward to 
moving on to some of 
the more challenging trails 
next week.

All year group 
climbing clubs 
are now up 
and running 
with Year 9 
climbing at 
South Molton 
on Wednesday 
evening. 
It’s been great 
to be able 
to visit the 
climbing walls 
again!

Senior kayakers were paddling on the River Parrett at 
Langport last night (Thursday).
They were developing their flatwater rescue skills in 
preparation for surf and white-water over coming 
weeks.



www.queenscollege.org.uk@QueensTauntonQueen’s College Taunton10 www.queenscollege.org.uk @queenstaunton queens.college

A sandy Sunday Funday
The Cotlake boarders were shell-abrating the wonderful 
weather on the beach at Minehead on Sunday. 
They enjoyed a sandcastle making competition, beach games 
and finished the day with some delicious fish and chips.
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Rugby returns with a thriller for the 1st XV in Plymouth
SPORT

1st XV
The 1st XV travelled down 
to Plymouth College for their 
first outing of the season. 
It was a tense, cagey 
encounter with Queen’s 
scoring first just before the 
end of the first half. 
The boys defended diligently, 
showing great team spirit and 
camaraderie. However, just 
after the break, Plymouth 
came out the blocks firing, 
scoring first after some 
well-worked phases in the 
Queen’s 22. 
With the visitors on the 
ropes, denying Plymouth 
over the line on three 
occasions, the hosts got the 
breakthrough, with only 
three minutes left to play. 
This did not dampen the 
heart and togetherness of 
the boys with the forward 
pack working hard after 
some great carries from 
Ben W and Simon S forced 
themselves back into the 
game.
Queen’s had a a pivotal kick 

in the last play of the game to 
tie things up but a well-struck 
kick from was not meant to 
be on the day. 
A brilliant encounter from 
two very evenly matched 
teams. 
Special mention to try 
scorers  Ali Zomorrodian 
and  Adam Hodgson-Lisk. 
Daryl Sigobodhla also ran 
the back line very well.
The 1st XV now look 

forward to a trip to West 
Buckland tomorrow 
(Saturday) where they will be 
looking to right some of the 
wrongs made last weekend. 

U16s
The U16s made an excellent 
start to the season against 
Plymouth. They played with 
huge enthusiasm and it was 
great to see the team spirit 
which was clearly evident. 
Queen’s scored first through 
Oli Pitkin’s driving run, having 
won the lineout close to 
their line.
Determined and strong 
running with the ball in hand 
also enabled Seb Sanders 
and Oscar Wade to cross the 
opponents’ line later in the 
game. 
However, the best ‘team 
created’ score came from 
a well-won ruck and swift 
passing movement which 
put Elliott So in space and his 
lightning pace did the rest.
It was rewarding to see the 
practice the team had put in 
on their tackling technique 

pay off in ‘the heat of battle’ 
and there were broad smiles 
of satisfaction after the game. 
Well done to all involved. 

U15s
Against a very good 
Plymouth team, this 
was a really encouraging 
performance. 
For many of the team this 
was their first game of full-
contact rugby for the school. 
It was really pleasing to see 
their effort, teamwork and 
perseverance, especially 
when the going became 
tough. 
Oliver Smith, Ruben Khakhar 
and Jay Williams all had 
excellent games and really 
led the team well in both 
attack and defence. 
Schofield Chan showed 
real promise and scored an 
excellent try. 
We look forward to the visit 
to West Buckland tomorrow 
(Saturday) and to seeing the 
progress continue.
n Continued on next page

n Rugby was back on the Lower with 
Plymouth College providing the opposition 
for our U15s and U14s.
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SPORT

Niamh (Year 10) 
spent the summer 
getting used to a 
new horse and had 
a good result in 
the Pony Club area 
dressage finishing 
individual second 
and team first.
She then went on to 
South West regionals 
at Chard where she 
was placed individual 
seventh and team 
tenth.

Summer work pays off for Niamh

n Continued from      
previous page.

U14s
The U14 boys enjoyed 
a spirited first fixture of 
the year against Plymouth 
College. 
For many of the boys, this 
was their first competitive 
rugby fixture in over two 
years and to be able to have 
16 boys playing full-contact 
rugby was very pleasing.
Queen’s played a free-
flowing and at times very 
exciting game of rugby going 
through passages of the 
game where their passing 
and decision-making created 
some great opportunities. 
This was both pleasing and 
very exciting to see. 
The boys capitalised on one 
of these opportunities with 
Casper Reeves finishing 
off a play with some great 
individual footwork to score 
under the poles. 
Queen’s played very well 
together as a team in their 
first match and the most 
pleasing aspect of the game 
was the way they did 
not shy away from the 
contact aspect of the 
contest. 
Despite the long 
break since their last 
game, they showed 
they were up for the 
challenge which is 
very encouraging and 
is an area they will 
no doubt continue to 
improve in as the term 
goes on.
The match was 
played in good spirits 
and the boys have 
made a great start to 
the year with their 

performance, laying a good 
foundation from which to 
mprove going forwards.

U13s
The U13s thoroughly 
enjoyed their first rugby 
match of the season, away at 
Plymouth College.  
We played ten-a-side but it 
was clear soon after the first 
whistle that the boys couldn’t 
wait to get back into action.  
Tackles were committed 
in defence and there were 
early signs of a strong attack.
 Plymouth scored two early 
tries but Queen’s came 

back strongly with two 
well-crafted scores of their 
own. The second of these 
involved several passes 
between many players 
leading to a well-deserved 
score in the corner. Special 
mention should go to Isaac 
Banks for a super offload 
during this move.
The second half proved 
difficult for Queen’s as 
they were playing up a 
(considerable) slope as 
fatigue set in.  
Despite this, the boys fought 
well, never gave up and 
continued to encourage each 
other which they should be 
proud of.  
This spirit was rewarded 
with a fantastic try with five 
minutes remaining. Tom 
Nash fielded the ball and 
ran a beautiful straight line, 
eluding several players along 
the way.
Alex Burrough put in a great 
performance in his first game 
of rugby and he showed a 
real ability to run straight and 
to draw defenders in, thus 
making space for others. He 

was dogged in many tackles 
and made long runs.  A 
super start Alex.  
It was an encouraging and 
enjoyable first outing for the 
U13s – well done.

U12s 
The U12s’ runout against 
Plymouth College was, for 
a number of the team, their 
very first experience of a 
game of rugby. 
The team acquitted 
themselves extremely well 
and demonstrated all the 
core values of  teamwork, 
respect, enjoyment, 
discipline and sportsmanship.
 There were some stand-
out individual performances 
including some skilful line 
breaks and tries from 
Marcos, Arthur and Thomas, 

but Saturday was 
far more about 
establishing a team 
dynamic than it was 
about scoring points. 
The boys played four 
ten-minute quarters 
on a hot day and the 
lead had switched 
between teams at 
every break. 
Queen’s led by one 
try at the end of the 
third quarter but 
Plymouth outscored 
the away team in 
the final quarter to 
narrowly win a fine 
first contest.
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Hockey 1st XI on top form as they record double win
SPORT

1st XI 
The 1st XI made a flying 
start to their home game 
against Leweston on 
Saturday, scoring two goals 
in the opening five minutes 
to take full control. 
Rachel Jobson worked 
tirelessly up front and 
deserved her goals, as did 
Freya Raybould, whose 
movement was superb 
throughout. 
Jenny Thurstan, Pippa 
Drummond, Fallon Gillies 
and Elise Gill controlled 
the centre of the park 
throughout the game and 
created numerous chances 
for the forwards, who were 
in clinical mood all afternoon. 
The defence held tight for 
the duration of the match 
with solid performances 
from Louisa Wills, Emily 
Davies, Emily Handel and 
Ruby Russo. 
Bea Speke had a brilliant 
second half and caused 
plenty of problems on the 
right side, while Rebecca 
Randolph, Osa Eribo and 
Lena VEU also chipped in 
with goals. 
A brilliant team performance 
-– well done, all. 

U15s 
The U15 girls played 
fantastically well against 
a dynamic and speedy 
Leweston team. 
The opposition put Queen’s 
under pressure on the ball 
but we passed the ball well 
and had many opportunities 
in the D. 
After a 3-0 scoreline in our 
favour at half-time, Leweston 
did well to keep the 
pressure on and made some 
impressive breaks into our 
25, scoring a fantastic goal to 
make the score 3-1. 

A well-rehearsed short 
corner restored the deficit as 
the game drew to a close. 
An end-to-end game for the 
girls and some brilliant goals 
scored -– well done to all 
who played.

U14s
The girls used their strength 
in midfield to good effect 
against Leweston, allowing 
them to take control of the 
centre of the pitch. 
A couple of leads into the 
circle by Holly Downward 
and Alicia Hartland helped 
the girls to victory. 
Player-of-the-match went to 
Megan Rowswell who was 
formidable as centre-mid. 

U13s 
A really tough game for the 
girls against a very strong 
Leweston side. 
Goalkeeper Nelly Randall 
achieved defensive player-of-
the-game and Evie Raggatt  
was attacking player-of-the-
game. 

Another outstanding 
defensive performance from 
Rebecca Barter throughout 
the entire match saw her 
awarded coach’s player-of-
the-game.

U12s 
The girls started strongly 
against Leweston, keeping 
possession and playing the 
ball around the back to find 
space to attack. 
Through careful passes 
Queen’s were able to score 
early on. 
Their strength of play 
continued throughout the 
quarters and the girls ran out 
3-1 winners. 
Harriet Newcombe, 
Annabelle Brown, Harriet 
Thorne (GK) and Nancy 
Holt made their debuts for 
the team, having played well 
in the previous week’s match 
for the U12Bs. 
Maryam Alsaidi was named 
player-of-the-match by the 
opposition for the second 
week in a row. 

n Our 1st XI came away with 
a 6-1 victory over Bryanston 
School in the first round of 
the National Cup yesterday 
(Thursday). 
They played exceptionally 

well and displayed 
outstanding teamwork and 
gusto throughout the match. 
Pippa was top scorer but 
everyone contributed to this 
well-deserved win.
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 PROMINENT OQs                                                                                               John Sarbah (OQ 1881-83)

Geoff Bisson, OQA 
Secretary, continues his 
look at the outstanding 
achievements of our 
former students.

John Mensah Sarbah is one 
of the great men of Ghana. 
As a measure of the esteem 
in which he is held in the 
country, streets and buildings 
are named after him, stamps 
have been issued and a 
statue raised. 
The son of a merchant 
in Anomabu, in the Fanti 
Confederacy of the Gold 
Coast, West Africa, John 
arrived at Queen’s in May 
1881, a month before his 17th 
birthday. 
He had attended the Cape 
Coast Wesleyan Boys’ High 
School, one of many fine 
Methodist schools in West 
Africa. 
The move to England was 
intended to broaden his 
horizons and to further his 
education as far as possible. 
Having matriculated in 
1884, he entered Lincoln’s 
Inn, London, to train as a 
barrister. 
After being called to the Bar 
in 1887, he returned to Accra 
to set up a lucrative practice 
as Ghana’s first African 

barrister. 
In 1897, he co-founded the 
Aborigines’ Rights Protection 
Society. This became 
the main organisation of 
opposition to the colonial 
government, paving the way 
for Ghana’s independence 
in 1957. 
He was interested in native 
laws and customs and wrote 
three books on the subject, 
which remain authoritative 
– Fanti Customary Laws 
(1897), Fanti Law Reports 
(1904) and The Fanti 
National Constitution (1906) 
– and he was influential in 
their application in the law 
courts. 
In 1901, John became a 
member of the Legislative 
Council and was re-
appointed in 1906 (in the 
photo, below, he is on the 

far right of the second row). 
As a public figure he 
impressed with his oratory 
and, within the Council, the 
sharpness of his arguments 
often proved persuasive. 
These qualities were evident 
in discourse on many issues, 
none more important than 
a Bill which would compel 
Ghanaians to surrender the 
titles to their lands to the 
colonial government. 
John’s powers of debate 
were demonstrated at 
Queen’s. 
Here, he was a keen 
member of the Debating 
Society and, in December 
1883, he took 
part in an 
extempore 
speaking 
competition.   
Indeed, he 
enjoyed 
other aspects 
of school life, 
notably sport. 
He is 
recorded as 
taking part in the vaulting 
event at the Athletic Sports 
in his first term. 
He played rugby for the 
school 1st XV and, in the 
term before he left Queen’s 
in December 1883, this 
included matches against 
‘exotic’ opponents such as 
Chard Rovers and Bathpool.
Fully aware of how he had 
benefited from a good 
education, John was a 
zealous educationalist. 
When his old school in Accra 
was struggling to survive, 
John took over its affairs. 
He rebuilt the school on his 
father’s land and renamed it 
Mfantispim School. 
Former and current students 

of the school believe John’s 
education at Queen’s 
contributed immensely to his 
vision for and dedication to 
Mfantispim  School.
He set up the Fanti National 
Education Fund to improve 
educational facilities 
throughout Ghana and to 
provide deserving students 
with bursaries. 
On more than one occasion, 
John used his own funds to 
pay the salaries of Mfantispim 
School. 
In recognition of his 
contribution to education 
in Ghana, a boarding house 
at Mfantispim School and a 

hall of residence 
at the University 
of Ghana were 
named after 
him. Only a few 
years ago, a 
bust of John was 
unveiled at the 
university (left).
Other matters 
were also of 
concern to John.

In 1909, he published a 
treatise on ‘Oil Palm and its 
Products’. 
He also arranged for cash 
advances and loans to 
hundreds of farmers all over 
the country to cultivate 
cocoa and other crops. 
Further, he championed 
the promotion of Ghanaian 
officials to be supervisors 
within the country’s Civil 
Service. 
In his first birthday honours, 
in 1910, George V conferred 
on John the Companionship 
of the Most Distinguished 
Order of St Michael and St 
George. 
Sadly, a few months later, 
John died suddenly, aged 46.     
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