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Science, Performing Arts and So Much More 

How can it be another Friday? Another 
week of activity and joy has simply 
flown by. 

The week ends with the fun of another 
Red Nose Day - cakes, teachers in 
stocks, talent shows, as well as a 
superb Taskmaster challenge from our 
prefects; there will be more of all of 
this later in the Bulletin. The week 
began with our hosting a Rugby 7s 
tournament last Sunday. The place was 
awash, yes with rain, but more so with 
happy people, players and spectators; 
it was fantastic to see. 

In British Science Week, it was only 
appropriate for our Prep discovery day 
to take the focus of ‘growth’. Again, 
there will be more later in this 
publication, but a headline was the 22 
pupils who attended as a first step to 
joining Queen’s. Indeed, all parts of the 
College have been busy with visitors 
and taster days. 

It has been a hectic Performing Arts 
week. Last evening was the Spring 
Ensemble Concert - well done to all 
involved. But we also have our own 
touring theatre company, Wyvern 
Theatre - on the road with Tempest. 
Catch them at Honiton (at The Beehive)  

tomorrow, Saturday, and I look forward 
to seeing the show in Bristol (at The 
Tobacco Factory) on Sunday. They will 
also be performing the same show, 
back at base, in The Queen’s Hall 
Theatre on Thursday 24 March. Sadly, 
for reasons beyond our control, our 
evening with Steven Berkoff has been 
postponed until Monday 9 May: please 
do book ahead. 

With the sun making a welcome 
reappearance this week, social 
interaction has been high on the 
priority list. We enjoyed our busiest 
coffee morning yet. Mrs N and I have 
also enjoyed time in the garden with all 
of Year 6 this week. And we held a 
delightful and productive inaugural 
meeting of the Queen’s College 
Community (QCC) group on Tuesday. I 
am delighted to share that Larissa 
Smith-Bolliger has been asked to stand 
as chair, with Naomi Speyer as vice-
chair. I am absolutely delighted and 
grateful to both. 

Looking ahead is important. We have 
been busy planning developments big 
and small. A focus this afternoon was 
arrangements for the end of the 
summer term including exciting ideas 
for Queen’s Day, an arts festival, and  

 

Mr Julian Noad -  Head of College  

 

speech day. I look forward to sharing 
these after Easter. 

Also with an eye to the future, our Year 
12 students are engaged with 
‘shadowing’ prefects in preparation for 
their own applications for these 
important roles. Also ‘on interview’ this 
week have been our Year 12 marketing 
students. We are grateful to parent, Mr 
Jonathan McGill, for supporting. 

I turn now to sad news. Tim Aldridge, 
our much loved Chaplain, is becoming 
increasingly unwell. I know that our 
thoughts and prayers are with Tim and 
his family. However, I do believe that a 
day of red noses and fun is the very 
best way to think of Tim; if well 
enough, he would be first up to 
volunteer for the stocks. 

The weekend ahead looks as packed as 
ever, with the aforementioned 
dramatic endeavours, outdoor 
adventure (alps training, DofE 
practices, and showjumping), cooking 
for Year 6, as well as hockey and 
netball fixtures, a boarders’ Escape 
Room and Fun Day. Somehow we will 
have to squeeze in the Six Nations 
rugby’s concluding matches. Good luck. 

Yours ever, Julian 

https://www.britishscienceweek.org/
https://tobaccofactorytheatres.com/shows/the-tempest/
https://bookings.queenscollege.org.uk/QueensCollege.dll/
https://bookings.queenscollege.org.uk/QueensCollege.dll/
https://bookings.queenscollege.org.uk/QueensCollege.dll/TSelectItems.waSelectItemsPrompt.TcsWebMenuItem_631.TcsWebTab_632.TcsPerformance_395932.TcsSection_134198
https://www.instagram.com/queens.college/
https://www.facebook.com/queenstaunton
https://www.linkedin.com/school/queen's-college-taunton/
https://twitter.com/QueensTaunton
https://www.youtube.com/c/QueensCollegeTaunton
https://www.flickr.com/photos/194409361@N05/albums


Nursery Round-up 
Nursery News From Mrs Donna Kershaw - Highgrove Nursery Manager  

Highgrove Nursery have had a lot of fun with National Science Week.  The 
Puddleducks children have been carrying out different experiments each morning 
and afternoon. We have made lava lamps, fizzy paints, dancing gloop, a coke 
volcano and even had a dinosaur excavation!  

Celebrations across the Nursery also involved lots of different activities for St 
Patrick's Day and for Comic Relief.  

Tiggywinkles enjoyed a St Patrick’s Day yoga session this week along with their 
first picnic of the year in our Nursery garden. Throughout the week there has 
been focus on prepositional language in connection with their focus book, ‘What 
the Ladybird Heard’.   

Cottontails Room have made some lovely tulip paintings this week with a free 
painting session using forks.  They have also enjoyed lots of time in the garden 
looking at different bugs with the magnifying glasses and developing their 
physical skills inside finding different ways to climb up and slide down the castle 
gym! 

Nursery School News From Miss Lizzie Hayes - Head of Nursery School 
The Nursery School children focused on learning different ways of measuring as part of the National Science Week. 
During Forest School, they investigated how to measure objects found in the environment using sticks, hands, feet 
and their own bodies. The measuring theme continued when they went back indoors as they compared the 
different sizes of dinosaur bones and rulers to measure lego towers. This week's Kitchen Garden Club also brought 
measuring into their sunflower seed planting activity as the children placed ruled lollipop sticks into their pots so 
they can measure how tall their seedlings grow. 



Prep School 
Mr Henry Matthews - Head of Prep 

Exploration, discovery and growth have 
been the key themes of this week as the 
Prep School have embraced National 
Science Week. On Tuesday, we were 
delighted to be joined by over twenty 
children, who will be hoping to join the 
school in the coming months, to celebrate 

and take part in Queen’s Science Discovery Day.  

Children from Reception to Year 6 took part in a host of 
scientific activities, including a visit to the space dome, 
giant bubble making, experiments about energy in food 
and plenty more besides. I would like to thank Mr Clark 
and all the staff involved for providing such an exciting 
and inspirational day for our children. The pictures from 
the event can be seen in the following pages and I am 
sure, if you are a parent, that you will have heard all 
about the ‘screaming jelly baby’ or setting crisps on 
fire!  

Yesterday, we were treated to a jam-packed Lunchtime 
Concert and I was very pleased to see so many first time 
performers alongside their more experienced 
counterparts up on stage in the Birchall Hall. Over the 
course of the year, the concerts have grown in size and 
we may even need to consider putting on two events in 
future to get everyone through! It was, once again, a  

chance to really see the amazing talent on show at 
Queen’s. A huge well done to all our performers, you 
should be very proud of yourselves!  
 
Today has given us a chance to see a different side to 
our pupil performances with a Talent Show in aid of 
Red Nose Day for Comic Relief. Again, a huge number 
of our children from Reception to Year 6 chose to take 
to the stage and perform their special talents in front 
of the whole Prep School.  These talents ranged from 
dancing, to singing, to comedy sketches, and the panel 
of judges (Mrs Kelly, Mrs Thompson-Gardiner and Mr 
Clark) were very impressed by all the acts and the 
audience thoroughly enjoyed the show.  
 
Tomorrow, our Year 6s take part in food and nutrition 
workshops (dinner will be sorted for some lucky 
parents!) and our U8 boys and  girls travel to Millfield 
to take part in the Netball and Hockey Festivals. I know 
the teams are very excited and I look forward to joining 
many of you on the touchline to watch some excellent 
play.  
 
I wish you all a relaxing and enjoyable weekend. 
 

Henry  
 



Prep School 
Prep Sports Round-up 

The U11A enjoyed better fortune against Perrott Hill where 
they worked hard to play with control and showed 
determination as they battled for a deserved win. The U9 
boys showed good progress last Saturday morning at the 
Millfield Festival. When they were able to play with structure, 
some very good hockey was played.   

The U9 girls also had a excellent time at the Millfield Netball 
Festival at the weekend where they represented the school 
brilliantly, playing nine matches, including one against 
themselves! Both Queen’s teams worked really hard and 
learnt immensely from the experience.  

Following on from last week’s U12 Somerset and U10 Devon 
Hockey Tournaments, this week was the U10 Somerset Hockey Tournament. Aurelia, Mabel, Rosie and Livi from 
Year 5 represented Civil Service who came second in the tournament but did not lose a game and will go through 
to represent the county in the West of England competition in two weeks’ time.    

Read the full sports report here. You can also visit our new Flickr account to view all our photographs from the 
matches. 

Year 2 - Float or Sink 
Year 2 have been discovering how 
huge, heavy container ships stay 
afloat in the ocean.   

They investigated whether different 
shaped objects would float or sink 
and decided that the objects with 
air in them would float well.  They 
then discovered that salt in the 
oceans makes the water denser 
which helps objects to float 
better.  The floating egg experiment 
fascinated them!  

https://www.queenscollege.org.uk/2022/03/17/sports-report-18-march-2022/
https://bit.ly/3CTcGiL


Yesterday morning, the Prep School entered three teams 
into the online Area Heats of the National Quiz Club General 
Knowledge Quiz. The teams each had one pupil from Years 
3, 4, 5 and 6 and, having previously qualified to take part, 
the following children represented the College with great 
credit: Ava, Bálint, Illya, Connah (Team 1), Timisayo, Ibrahim, 
Harriet, Felix (Team 2), Ahn Tu, Hester, Cora and Ptolemy 
(Team 3).  

In a tense and exciting competition, our teams narrowly 
missed out on automatic qualification for the Regional 
Finals, finishing 24th (Team 2), 30th (Team 3) and 48th 
(Team 1) out of a total of over 160 teams. Well done to all of 
the children involved - you were terrific! 

General Knowledge Quiz 

Prep School 

Tree Planting 

Pre-Prep children have been planting more tree saplings 
from the Woodland Trust to improve our Forest School 
area by making it better for hedgerow wildlife. The children 
were hard at work digging, planting and putting stakes and 
spirals over 
the saplings 
to protect 
them while 
they are 
young. 

Food and Nutrition  

At Queen’s we have continued to celebrate Ukraine, its people and its 
foods through cooking. Here the Year 5s and 6s made more traditional 
Ukrainian dishes with Mr Mann, Head of Food and Nutrition, which 
included delicious Ukrainian deruny potato pancakes and sweet 
Ukrainian sochniki cheese cookies.  
 
The recipes for these classic dishes are here for everyone to share, 
‘Cook for Ukraine’ and celebrate Ukrainian food. 
 
“We don’t want people to lose sight of the human beings behind what 
is happening in Ukraine, and what is more human than people getting together and sharing food?” said Mr Mann 
 
To support the Unicef ‘Cook for Ukraine’ campaign please click here. 

Some Ukrainian recipes you can try at home can be found here.  

http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/cookforukraine
https://www.queenscollege.org.uk/2022/03/17/food-and-nutrition-round-up/


Lunch Time Concert  

Prep School 

What an epic concert!  Over half the school took part, 
with many others supporting their friends from the 
audience.  There were a record breaking number of 
musical items, each showing the commitment and level 
of preparation on the part of each performer. 
 

Talya began the concert with Mayor’s Dance, playing 
with great spirit.  Solos for recorder, flute, clarinet, 
saxophone, violin, cello, piano and voice followed, 
offering the audience a wide variety.  The audience 
were treated to performances from all age groups in 
the Prep School.  Several children 
were performing solos for the very 
first time. 
 

Years 3 and 4 Choir ended the concert 
with two pieces: Land of the Silver 
Birch and At the Hop (complete with 
brave Year 4 soloists using 
microphones), which really got the 
audience moving along with 
them.  Many thanks go to Grace for 
her calm support of the choir from 
the tech desk, monitoring 
microphone levels and starting the 
backing tracks. 
 

Very well done, everyone! 
 



Prep School 

On Tuesday, the Prep School embraced National Science Week and its theme of 'growth' with their very own 
Science Discovery Day. We were delighted to welcome over 20 visiting children from Reception through to Year 6 - 
all of whom fully immersed themselves in every activity and also made new friends. 

A series of engaging and exciting lessons took place, ranging from creating elephant's toothpaste and giant bubbles, 
to making Jelly Babies scream! The Senior School provided fantastic support to the Prep School children, with the 
Biology Department challenging the children to use Bunsen burners to set fire to a variety of food items to discover 
how much energy each one produced. Within the Senior Food and Nutrition Department, Mr Mann's sessions were 
full of fizz, bangs, expanding gases and tasty treats - all 
centred around the theme of growth and providing 
many memorable moments for the children. 

Science Discovery Day  



Prep School 
Science Discovery Day  

The Pre-Prep children joined in with many of the 
activities but also conducted their very own 
investigation that measured the heights of the 
children and staff across Pre-Prep and considered the 
relationship between age and height. They were able 
to explain their understanding and learning with 
incredible clarity during the school assembly that 
concluded the day. 
 
One of the highlights had to be the visit from The 
Explorer Science Dome, in which the children were 
treated to a journey through our Solar System after 
which they travelled back in time to the Big Bang in 
order to learn about the growth and expansion of the 
Universe. 
 
A fantastic day was had by all!  

More photos are available to view on Flickr!  



Senior School 
Sports Round-up 

Despite heavy rain, Queen’s hosted 16 schools in the South West 7’s U16 
tournament on Sunday. With the side-lines packed full of spectators, it had the 
making of a brilliant day. The rugby played throughout the day was explosive, as 
7’s can be, with plenty of tries scored and many closely fought matches.  

During the week the boys had some action packed hockey matches against Exeter 
and Perrott Hill 
schools.  

The girls also 
enjoyed many 
exciting netball 

matches against Blundell’s and Exeter.  

To read the full sports report click here. You can 
also visit our new Flickr account to view all our 
photographs from the matches. 

 

The Tempest- The Prestigious Landmark Theatre in Ilfracombe  
An appreciative audience  gave a lively reception to the 
cast of Senior pupils who will be visiting several other 
venues over the coming week.  The cast and crew 
worked in a professional and impressive manner, 
setting up the whole show in a new venue, performing, 
and then packing, ready for the next leg of the tour. 

The show returns home to a final performance at 
Queen's on 24 March. 

https://www.queenscollege.org.uk/2022/03/17/sports-report-18-march-2022/
https://bit.ly/3CTcGiL


Senior School 
Spring Ensemble Concert  

British Science Week Photography Competition  
We asked students and staff to take photos of the 
natural world which represent the Science Week theme 
of 'Growth'. 

Winners from each category will have their photograph 
turned into a poster and displayed in the Biology Foyer 
as well as receiving a biology-related prize.  

Here are some of the entries from our pupils.  

Keep watching for the winners to be announced.  

 

 

Thursday evening saw our annual Spring Ensemble Concert 
take to the stage again in Queen’s Hall after an absence of two 
years - and the musicians of Queen’s did not disappoint! 

Wind Band opened in fine style with a 
varied selection including ‘Music For 
the Royal Fireworks’ and ‘The Final 
Countdown’. Pippa Drummond 
played the drums. She is a very 
talented pianist and flautist but, at 

the last minute, she had to step in and learn to play the drums as one of our pupils injured 
his hand. Pretty impressive! The Middle School Orchestra maintained the high standard, 
with their performance of ‘No Time To Die’ being particularly effective and rich. The String Orchestra featured 
performances including soloists. The opening movement of Pergolesi’s famous ‘Stabat Mater’ was beautifully sung 
by Karen Tam and Felicity Cook, ably supported by the strings relishing the poignant suspensions and dissonances.  

This was followed by two of the orchestra featuring in the beautiful second movement of Bach’s Concerto for Oboe 
and Violin; Georgie Ambler on the oboe and Sophie Lowe on the violin. Their performance was very mature and 
balanced, with careful attention paid to the intertwining counterpoint. A change of mood: Swing Band played as 
only Swing Band can, not only featuring solos from the band themselves, but also getting the audience involved in a 
pacey performance of ‘Tequila’. Rounding off the evening, the College Choir gave three rousing performances of 
secular pieces. A bright a cappella ‘Here Comes The Sun’ was followed by a rhythmically challenging setting of ‘Circa 
Mea’, before finishing off with a lively ‘Rhythm Of Life’. 

 It was a brilliant evening, enjoyed by all who attended and certainly showed that ensemble music of a high calibre 
continues to be produced by our excellent and dedicated musicians.  



Senior School 
English Scholars Event  

On Tuesday evening, the English department held a Scholars’ event 
for Years 9 and 10.  Their topic was to discuss how the media 
presented Boris Johnson, in light of the “Partygate” scandal.  The 
aim was to develop their debating skills, but also to investigate how 
media bias manifests itself in terms of how information about a 
topic is presented. 
 
After some research, a lively debate took place where the scholars 
were encouraged to listen carefully to the points of views of others 
and respond accordingly.  The debate took several turns and moved 
away from specific topics and focussed more on how we should look 
at various sources within the media, rather than a narrow selection, 

in order to obtain a fully objective view.  Further discussion followed about the potential dangers of media bias 
where a narrow field of vision can cause polarised viewpoints to occur. 

Outdoor Education Round-Up—Year 7  

Food and Nutrition Round-Up 

Congratulations all those Year 11 pupils who, spent a number of days completing their GCSE Food and Preparation 
practical assessments this week. Mr Mann said he was “immensely proud of all their hard work and dedication in 
producing some extraordinary high-skilled dishes” in their assessments that count towards 50% of their actual 
GCSEs.  

St. Patrick’s Day celebrations are in full swing in Food and Nutrition. Year 7 have been savouring a slice of 
Ireland,making St. Patrick’s Day Irish Soda Bread and Irish 
Potato Pancakes known as 'Boxty'. 

St Patrick’s Day is a cultural and religious festival in honour 
of St Patrick, a 5th-century Romano-British Christian 
missionary, a bishop in Ireland and the patron saint of 
Ireland. Also known as the Feast of Saint Patrick, or in Irish, 
Lá Fhéile Pádraig, this Christian Feast day sees a celebration 
of the heritage and culture of the Irish. 

Read the full food and nutrition report here. 

Year 7 began training for the Exmoor Challenge last 
Saturday morning.  Ten pupils completed a local walk 
whilst learning how to read a map and navigate.  The 
two groups quickly picked up some basic navigation 
skills and everyone took turns to navigate a leg and lead 
the rest of the team.  If their enthusiasm, willingness to 
learn and ability to look after each other is anything to 
go by - they will do fantastically well on the challenge!  

The next training session will be a long day walk on the 
Quantocks.   

Well done to all.  

https://www.queenscollege.org.uk/2022/03/17/food-and-nutrition-round-up/


 

Sixth Form  
UCAS Fair  

On Thursday Year 12 enjoyed a trip out 
to Westpoint Exeter for the annual 
UCAS Fair, now returned after two 
years of COVID-19 cancellations.  

There was a great atmosphere on the 
coach and at the event. Many 
discussions were had with 
representatives of universities, future 
plans were sparked and confirmed and 
the SFC reusable shopping bag 
collection was fully restocked! It was a 
productive trip but also great to have a 
day out in the sunshine with our 
wonderful Year 12! 

Gambling/Addiction Talk - Hazel Dovey  
On Tuesday this week, Sixth Form and Year 11 were visited by Patrick Foster from 
EPIC, the world's leading gambling harm minimisation consultancy. Through his 
own personal experience, Patrick was able to give a hugely informative and, at 
many points, emotive talk relating to issues regarding gambling. This engaging 
presentation was unlike many of the past talks given around this theme, his 
unique position, as a recovering gambling addict, giving it a personal and honest 
edge. As a former high achieving school pupil, professional cricketer, city worker 
and private school teacher his talk brought greater awareness to the fact that 
addiction exists independently of upbringing and professional success. The talk 
shed a new light on a frequently neglected or taboo theme, giving us all a new 
sense of awareness.  

Gastronomic Relief From Sixth Formers  
Comic Relief’s fundraiser has raised £1.4billion over 35 years for people living in poverty and this week Queen's will 
help raise some cash with a classic bake sale.  
  
While Red Nose Day always supports a 
variety of charitable causes, this year it will 
also benefit refugees fleeing Ukraine. 
  
Mr Mann's Sixth Form classes have been 
baking up tasty treats in readiness for our 
Comic Relief fundraising today. Mr Mann 
said, "the fantastic work Comic Relief does 
to support children and other young people 
in the UK and worldwide people is amazing 
and everyone’s donations can make a huge 
difference. So roll your sleeves up and get 
baking!” 
 
Read the full food and nutrition report 
here. 

https://www.queenscollege.org.uk/2022/03/17/food-and-nutrition-round-up/


Prefects POV  

Head Boy and Girl, Jenny and Ali have driven a number of initiatives that have definitely changed the school for the 
better. One of these is  ‘The Queen’s Gauntlet,’ an amazing event that the whole school was able to enjoy. 
However, one of the more practical ideas that Jenny and Ali were able to reintroduce after a long break was the 
Student Council. The Student Council is made up of a number of students from each year, voted for by their peers. 
It’s now one of the many opportunities within school for the student voices to be truly heard. They meet at least 
once every half term and discuss matters ranging from how to make the school more eco-friendly to brainstorming 
new house events.  

Not only is it a great opportunity for pupils to take on positions of 
responsibility by acting as representatives for their year groups, but it also 
reinforces the sense of community that we have at Queen’s. Opinions 
from all ages come together to work towards the common goal of helping 
the school be the best that it can possibly be. The senior staff are able to 
read the minutes taken in the meeting and take into consideration the 
ideas discussed. The issues raised are also brought up within the weekly 
prefect meeting. This means that the council really does have a definite 
impact upon the community, and action is able to be taken upon their 
requests. Ali commented that he believes that “the revival of the school council has enabled students to enjoy a 
louder voice within the school, and both Jenny and I hope that the legacy of the student council will continue long 
after our departure at the end of Year 13.” Read the full article here.  

  

Sixth Form  

Task Master - Samuel Pugh  
I have wanted to do a Queen’s taskmaster since Year 12 and it all started around the idea of having Ben Wiggins 
take on the persona of Greg Davies. With his large stature, and dominating personality Ben was a perfect match to 
fill in the large boots of the role. I then set out to fulfil the role of Alex Horne: setting up the tasks and making sure 
they ran smoothly. The structure of the show is as follows: five contestants are set ludicrous tasks that they must 
perform, they then watch their performance back, live, as the taskmaster pokes fun at them for their split-second 
decisions. 

Fortunately, the show has been done in perfect timing for Comic Relief as there have been some hilarious reactions 
to the tasks. The intelligence of the contestants has been thoroughly questioned due to some unique responses to 
the tasks.   

Many thanks go to Mr Green for being our silent judge for one of the tasks. Further thanks, go to the contestants 
who helped makes this possible. I am glad that they whole-heartedly agreed to being humiliated on stage. These 
were Shirley Fan, Simon Sage, Loveday Trott, Tom Langford, Izzy Eveleigh.  

However, none of this could have been possible without the brilliant camerawork of Mr Tom Hayes from the 
Queen’s Marketing Department, who had 
the experience of filming a Taskmaster 
before, for the RNLI. Mr Hayes luckily shared 
my enthusiasm for getting our own Queen’s 
taskmaster done and added some amazing 
details that really shone through: such as 
adding an intro, and having B-Roll footage 
all to the tune of the theme song. It really 
helped to mimic the taskmaster feel and I 
am very grateful to have had Mr Hayes as a 
cameraman, as otherwise it would be very 
difficult for it to all be recorded and edited 
within the week and look as good as it did.  

https://www.queenscollege.org.uk/2022/03/18/prefects-pov-18-march-2022/


Prominent OQs  
Geoff Bisson - Alumni Officer, continues his look at the outstanding achievements of OQs. 

Derek Picot 

(OQ, 1966-

68) arrived at 

Queen’s with 

an ambition 

to be an 

hotelier and 

run the best 

hotel in 

London. His 

motivation, 

he recalls , was because his previous 

school’s career master had told him 

that hoteliers had to be ‘Jack of all 

Trades’ and, as he was master of 

none, he felt ideally suited. 

Derek did well at Queen’s, though 

he failed both French and Maths ‘O’ 

Levels, which, with hindsight, is 

surprising as he is a fluent French 

speaker and later passed his 

professional exams with a 

Distinction in Accountancy.  He was 

further educated at Ealing Hotel 

School.   

After graduation, he held various 

appointments with the Savoy Hotel 

Group including Front of House 

Manager with responsibility for the 

well-being of a number of 

celebrities.  He has memories of 

various mishaps, ranging from being 

locked in Charlie Chaplin’s wardrobe 

to dealing with a theft from Frank 

Sinatra’s suite.  The hotel provided 

the backdrop to all of life’s 

experiences where he has 

witnessed births, marriages and 

deaths, including one murder.  

At the age of 30, Derek joined Hilton 

with a brief to identify the key 

issues in 30 of their hotels in 

Europe, Africa and the Middle East. 

Success in the role led to promotion 

as the manager at the Kuwait 

Hilton.  

At that time there were several 
terrorist attacks in the country and 
the hotel was set on fire twice, and 
blown up once by a truck bomb 
that left many injured and several 
dead.   

Derek moved from the war zone of 
the Middle East to manage the 
Amsterdam Hilton for a short 
period and also worked in Hiltons 
based in Brussels and London as an 
Operations Analyst. 

In 1984, he moved to Hong Kong as 
Resident Manager of the world 
famous Mandarin hotel with over a 
thousand staff and five hundred 
rooms.  Finally, in 1986 he 
achieved his ambition to run a top 
London hotel as the General 
Manager of the Sheraton Park 
Tower.  After eight years there, 
Derek moved to Canada as 
Regional Director of Forte Hotels 
running their ‘Exclusive’ brand at 
the King Edward Hotel in Toronto. 
Here he met Bill Clinton. 

In 1998, he returned to the United 
Kingdom to manage the airport 
hotel estates of Meridien, based at 
Heathrow. Only two years later, 
Derek was asked to take up the 
role of Regional Director Australia, 
located in Sydney, operating hotels 
in Melbourne, Brisbane and Perth.  
By 2002, he was back in London 
with responsibility for the London 
operations of Jumeirah Hotels and 
Resorts, later becoming the 
Regional Vice President for Europe.   

In London, Derek ran the Carlton 
Tower (photo) and the Lowndes 
Hotel in Knightsbridge and the 
Apartments at Grosvenor House in 
Park Lane.  He supervised the 
development of hotels and 
apartments in Spain, Germany, Italy 
and Russia.  

His language skills had to extend to 
five languages. In making public 
speeches, Derek says he learnt that, 
‘you only need five hundred words, 
keep them to the present tense, 
make it simple and take no 
questions’. 

Since 2014, Derek has had his own 
consultancy business for owners 
and operators. Currently, he is a 
non-Executive Director for Wesley 
Hotels, a brand of ethical four-star 
hotels with properties in London, 
owned by the Methodist Church. He 
writes a regular monthly opinion 
column in Business Traveller, and 
contributes to BusinessClass.com. 
He is an author of several books. 

In 1994, he was elected a Master 
Inn Holder, a Freeman of the City of 
London and an Honorary fellow of 
the Academy of Food and Wine.  He 
holds an honorary doctorate from 
the University of West London 
(formerly, his alma mater, Ealing 
Hotel School). Derek has maintained 
his links with Queen’s, hosting 
events in the Carlton Tower and as a 
trustee of the Sidney Lawton Trust.  



Boarder’s Corner 
Cotlake  

Last weekend, Cotlake House had a ‘fluming marvellous’ trip to splashdown water park in Tower Park, Poole.   

Hutton  

Year 11 girls from Hutton house enjoyed a bike ride to 
the beach with Mr Neenan on Sunday. They followed 
along the Exe Estuary starting at Darts farm, taking the 
time to stop for waffles and a rest before returning to 
school . 

School House  

The boys in School House have been lucky enough to 
work with  Sam from Aerosol Art in an art workshop 
last half term and designed artwork for their games 
room, the painting was completed during half-term, it 
looks amazing! 



News and Announcements  
Easter Sports Masterclasses  

Time Tuesday 19th Wednesday 20th Thursday 21st Friday 22nd 

9-9:45 
  
  
  
10-11am 
  
  
  
11-midday 

 Swimming 
Yrs. 4-6 Freestyle 
  
 Swimming 
Yrs 7-13 Freestyle 
  
Swimming 
Yrs. 7-13 
Starts 
  
  

Swimming 
Yrs. 4-6 
Backstroke 
  
Swimming 
Yrs. 7-13 
Backstroke 
  
Swimming 
Yrs. 7-13 
Turns 

Swimming 
Yrs. 4-6 
Breaststroke 
  
Swimming 
Yrs. 4-6 
Diving (10-10:45) 
Swimming 
Yrs. 7-13 
Breaststroke 

Swimming 
Yrs. 4-6 
Butterfly 
  
Swimming 
Yrs. 7-13 
Butterfly 
  
N/A 

9-11am 
  
  
  
11-1pm 
  
  
  
1-3pm 

Tennis 
Yrs. 4-6 
Beginners 
  
Tennis 
Yrs. 7-10 
Open to all 
  
Tennis 
Yrs. 11-13 
Open to all 

Tennis 
Yrs. 4-6 
Beginner/intermediate 
  
Tennis 
Yrs. 7-10 
Open to all 
  
Tennis 
Yrs. 11-13 
Open to all 

Tennis 
Yrs. 4-6 
Open to all 
  
Tennis 
Yrs. 7-10 
Open to all 
  
Tennis 
Yrs. 11-13 
Open to all 

Offload Rugby 
(Book direct 
offloadrug-
bycamps.com) 

9-11am 
  
  
  
11:30-
1:30pm 
  
  
2-4pm 

Hockey 
Yrs. 7/8 
  
  
N/A 

Hockey 
Yrs. 5/6 
  
  
N/A 

Cricket 
Yrs.3/4 
(U8 & U9) 
  
Cricket 
Yrs.5/6 
(U10 & U11) 
  
Cricket 
Yrs.7/8 
(U12 & U13) 

Cricket 
Yrs. 3/4 
(U8 & U9) 
  
Cricket 
Yrs. 5/6 
(U10 & U11) 
  
Cricket 
Yrs. 7/8 
(U12 & U13) 
  

To book or for more information please click here.   

Fuel prices are ever increasing, is it more cost-effective to take the bus? 

Did you know that you can book the QC buses for just 
mornings, or just afternoons? 

 A flexible pass option is available for up to five trips per 
week (any combination) for a termly commitment of 
approx. £20 per week. Please contact Mrs Mockridge 
for details ram@queenscollege.org.uk or call 01823 
272559.  All our drivers provide a wonderful service - 
they are contactable, DBS cleared and all vehicles have 
CCTV and tracking fitted.  

Save your fuel, use the bus!  

file:///Y:/ChromeDownloads/offloadrugbycamps.com
file:///Y:/ChromeDownloads/offloadrugbycamps.com
https://bookings.queenscollege.org.uk/QueensCollege.dll/TSelectItems.waSelectItemsPrompt.TcsWebMenuItem_631.TcsWebTab_632.TcsPerformance_394245.TcsSection_53476
mailto:ram@queenscollege.org.uk


News and Announcements  

Upcoming Dates  

Informal Concert  23 March 7pm 

'Bring your Mummy to Nursery School' week  W/c 28 March  

Boarders' Formal  Dinner 31 March 

Sports Teams Photos  01 April 

Dance Show (Zodiac - A journey through Dance, Music 

and Space)  

04 April 

  
Our online whole school calendar can be found here. 

 
Our sports portal can be accessed here.  

Engineering Courses For Girls  

As a charity, The Smallpeice Trust wants to make 
engineering courses accessible to all, and encourage 
people from every background to pursue their passion 
for science, technology, engineering and maths.  
 
Self-taught engineer, Dr Cosby Smallpeice, founded the 
Trust with £1.6m, an endowment that we use to 
support our activities.  

Do you know any young female students who would be 
interested in attending an engineering course? 
 
Find out more here.  

https://www.queenscollege.org.uk/news-events/calendar/
https://www.queenscollegesport.org.uk/
https://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/course-page/1e25b56c-0243-ec11-8c62-0022481ac79e

