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HPL In Action

The HPL Student Drive Team of Queen’s College, Taunton
consist of students of all ages from across the senior school,

meeting twice every half-term. They aim to set targets for each
half-term respectively, and review how they have been
implemented. The Team are eager to share the innovative ways
HPL is being used across the school, kicking off first with this
update on how HPL is being used in their lessons, around school
and how it is helping them become better learners. Look out for
the next edition of the newsletter later in the year when we will be
featuring HPL stories from our prep school children.
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How Are You Using HPL In
Your Lessons Or Around School?

Mo, Year 11

In the realm of the Duke of Edinburgh's Award (DofE), the path
1o success 15 often fraught wath challenges. and lor our group, the

practice expedition presented a formidable test of our resilience.
As we embarked on our journey, the capricious weather seemed
1o conspire against us, casting a shadow of doubt over our ability
o persevere. Laden with heavy bags, both physical and
metaphoncal... Cligk here o read on,
2 ————————————Qucen’s Collcge
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Isla, Year 7

On Super Saturday, we used the HPL
altitude of ‘empathetic’ in maitches
against other houses. All of us were told
to apply the attitude during matches and
think about it all the time when on the
ball. From this we were able to work &
together as a team and try our best tos
beat the other teams. We were full of
confidence and members of our team
spread around positivity 1o boost our > e
conhdence and hopes of winning. This a.ilm hq.,lrml us 10 apply
the ‘empathetic’ part of our matches. Overall, when using the
HPL attitude of ‘empathetic’, our conlidence helped us to get
through really tough matches.

Jonny, Year 10

During history we needed o “analyse’ a prece of text about Italy's
invasion of Abyssinia. My teacher set us off to use the “linking'
HPL to find evidence from the text to support our answers which
help our understanding of the invasion more. We then used the
HPL attitude “hard working™ to crack on with the work and not
get distracted.
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Sam, Year 9

In my art class we have |
started a new topic called
Gorgeous and
Grotesque.  Specilically,
we created an artist page
on Russ Mills" work. |
used several HPL skills.
For example, ‘Moeta-
Thinking’ as | was able 1o
incorporate the techniques that 1'd learned from Mills in my own..,
Click here to read on

Mollie, Year 12

We use a large number of HPL skills and attitudes in BTEC
outdoor education. *Analysing’ is a key skill which we often use in
our assignments, such as when determining the impact certain
organisations have on the outdoor sector or when evaluating the
benelit of a piece of equipment. One of the attitudes which we use
often is *Agile’ as we have 10 be open minded and keen to learn
and try things that we may be unfamiliar with.



HPL Student Drive Team News

Oueen's College Taunton Mav 2024

QUEEN'S
COLLEGE
1 B

Elie, Year 9

In my History lessons 1 use the skill ‘linking” as we are currently
learning about the causes and effects of World War 1. My teacher
sel us ofl to complete multiple tasks in which we had 1o link back
to past lessons to remember what and who were the causes of
World War 1. 1 linked back and remembered that Franz
Ferdinand was the heir 1o the Austna-Hungary throne who was

assassinated by Gavrilo Princip... Click bere to read on

Ali, Year 11
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Angelica, Year 12
I'1 use HPL in my A-Level art
: lessons. Im my ongoing art
i project, 1 have been looking at
: the artist Cian Mcloughlin, He
focuses on  painling  portraits
without including every detal,
4 This has allowed me to use the
HPL attitude “open-minded’ as |
L chose my artist in response 1o my
lﬁ’:‘_ ~teachers” advice to push mysell by
irying a new siyle of painting. Throughout creating this piece |
also used the HPL skill *meta-thinking” 1o analyse, make changes
and choose the best technique to use. Below is an image of my
canvas so far.

Kamto, Year 9

To navigate the challenges of playing hockey, the whole team
harnessed the HPL skills of critical and logical thinking, along
with precision and complex  problem-solving.  First,  we
deconstructed the requirements and expectations set by the team,
understanding the necessary skills, fitness levels and commitment.

Then, we as a team... Click here to read on
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Francesca, Year 12

‘Linking’ is a key skill that I use in my A level maths lessons.
Olen, questions have muluple parts to them, where different
parts of the specification are connected to form a holistic concept.
For example, in the question above from the “Statstics” section of
a Maths paper, the Binomial distribution is used in part (i), before
being linked to Binomial expansion in part (ii).
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Henry, Year 10

During Physics today, 1 walked into class to find my teacher
strugghng with her split screen. It was then 1 used the HPL skill

‘analysing - problem solving and reahsed the value of the
troubleshooting skills I'd honed in previous computer science
lessons. A connection clicked the ability 1o navigate software
1ssues could be linked to this situation... lick here 1o read o

Mia, Year 9

Sice HPL has become a locus al
Queens, [ have found many benefits
from it, but I would like to discuss
how it has helped me in our recent
production of Les Misérables.

One of the laghhights of the year 15
undoubtedly the senior musical,
This  wyear's musical was  Les
Misérables. We had a standing
ovation on every performance and
oulstanding reviews...
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“Hannah, Year 8

' During last term's netball
| season our year eight netball b
| team had been working so

o collaborated and  worked
amazingly as a  tleam.
Throughout all our matches
we showed the empathetic and
hard working HPL skill. In
our very last match the team
was determined to go out on a high and we worked so hard 1o
secure the win agamst Mount Kelly, Sacrifices were made with
many players not playing the position they wanted to,
however, unsurprisingly the team didn’t complain and worked
together to ensure no matter what position we were plaving we
worked hard and plaved well. The HPL skills of empathy and
hard work really helped us end our season on a win, | look
forward to playing with them next netball season!
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GREAT MINDS
AND HOW TO

GROW THEM

If vou would like to find out more about High Performance
Learming and how it can help you to guide yvour children 1o success
both at school and in life, then you may be mterested 1o read

; Minds 3 ' irow Them' by Wendy Berliner and
Deborah Evre. Combining new knowledge with extensive rescarch

inte how we learn, this book demonstrates that by using simple,
everyday technigues that are both rooted in research and accessible
lor parents, children can learn 1o learn more successiully,

1) —Oucen’s College
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Skills Attitudes

High Performance Learning (or HPL) is a coordinated and
communicable cross-phase educational philosophy that has
helped us 1o develop a shared language of learning from 3-18 and
which lifts the ceiling to enable even higher performance for all of
our students. If vou would like to find out more about the HPL
skills and attitudes, please click on the posters, or visil our
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